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PREFACE. 

To.THE 7 


R E A D E R. 


HIS Call treatiſe cannot be thought 
unſcaſonable in this Age, to inform 
\ you, That there are really Magicians, 


merce and Familiarity with Evil Spirits, is 


{> clear and plain, both from holy Scriptures, - 
Councils, Cannon and Civil Laws in all J8 
Nations; that none but thoſe Atherfts who + 


would e to perſuade themſelves 


there are no Spirits; and confequently, no 


other Life after this, ever deny it; but ſince 
the Reality of this Converſe with Demons, 
and their Appearances and Poſſ.iſions has 
been ſo cleariy demonſtrated in former Ages, 


but vr ally in this, by Perions of moſt 7 
1 


A 2 5 they / 


Ute Judgement and Learning; wherein 
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8 the contrary. I ſhall not now ingage at the 


an account of the miſcrable Death of Ra 
Perſons mentioned in Hiſtory, who were 


ä AWG 
IMS 4 5 * N 
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they have fully anſwered all. Ob:eCtions to 


Jeaſt in the controverily 3 I ſhall only giv 


eoncerned in theſe curſed Arts: "ab tikewile 


of ſome remarkable Apparitions and Acti- 
ons of Evil Spirits, and their taking Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Bodies of ſeveral Perſons, and 
tormenting them, with ſeveral other ſtrange 


Feats and Illuſions of Satan; whereas ! 


have likewiſe tranſcribed ſome few out of 


very approved and creditable Hiſtorians, 
both ancient and modern; whoſe Names 


are added to every particular Relation, 
that they may thereby obtain the more 
Credit with the Reader, who may here find 
nn a ſmall Manuel, and for a ſmall Price, 
„What has been diſperſed in ſeveral lar 

Volumes: and therefore 1 hope will not be 


unacceptable to the world, which is the 
Marty 1 of . 
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find CHA P. II. 

rice, | 

arge Which containeth the witchcraft of Elizabeth 1 
t * Styles of Baytord, WIAdOW. 12 
the 0 


CHAP. IT. 


| | of the Gran witchcraft aiſcovered in the 
. village of Mohra in Sweedland, taken out 


of be publick Regiſter of the, Lord's Com- 

N ioners appointed by bis majeſty the king 
Sweeden, to examine the buſineſs, in the 

Ter of our bord 1699, and 1670 21 
H | : 3 
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An bouſ- haun ed atout ihirty Years ago, or 
more, a! or near B e, not, far from Lon- 
„don, and frangely di Jurbed % Dæmons, 
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CHAP. 8 


Abouſ haun ted of one Mr Walter Mayrick| 


, of the par:ſþ of Blethvaugh, in the Connty 
', of Rainer 62 


V 
7 ri of witches in Scotland, 


CHAP VII. 
1. the Devil appeared in the Shape of a 
bh Mermaid, to a man on & Shipwreck on the 
| > Sea, being caſt away in a florm. 76 


CHAP. VIII. 
How ſeveral Children going to 3 Cow- 
flips in the fields, light of à witch, whom 
they throwed ſtones at, ſo that ſhe bewitchedl 


one of the girls with part of the ſtone, by 
voiding of | ben in her water. 799 
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How two riſes of Seventy Years old, being 
unclean with the Devi! in the ſhape of 


wo mar. 
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the ſame. 
CH A P,: 


low ſeveral Gentlemen being in Company 
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woman, and afterwards were burmt for 


0.3 


with Dr. Fauſtus, deſired him. to jbhew them 
fome of his art, which he did, by convey- 


ing @ diſh of grapes on the Table, and 
to cut a tunch, had 


every man thinking 
bold of his own noje ready to cut off. 


CHAP. X 


85 


dow by ſeveral lights as Candles and Flaſh 
es, commonly called dead men's Candles 


in Wales, which are the og of the 


Death of . 


CHAP. XII. 


lord a boy of Billon was Diſcovered, by 


89 


being watched, and ſeen to ſqueeze ink iuts 


bt. water, 


CHAP. XII 


101 


ow Cornelius Agrippa, went out ef Town 


and left his Key with his Wife : 


And how a 


2 Gentleman came to ſee him, and went up 


into bis chamber, and reading ſome of 


3 1 ts at laſs raiſed the Devil, and could 


his 


B90; 


- 


1 the ſbabe of a Magpye. I rather thiuf 
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lay him, fo the Devil chonked bim, an 


Went EWOY, | 10 


CH AP, -XIF; 


Bie Hall's cffcovery of witches in trol 
2 Eflex, TY 


BE CHAP. XV 

How a merchant's wife. paſſing for an hon: 

woman, uſed te. admit one peculiar con 
cubine; and once her huſband being fron 
home, her Lover came to her in the Night 
and having pleaſed bis la's, in the Morn 
ing be aroſe, and ſal on the top of the doo; 


that this was a man wilch, than à Devi 
110 

5 CHAP. XVI 
How the Devil had kept her Company fl 
Thirty Years, and afterwards was mad 


an abbeſs of a monaſtry, . counted 
Saiul. 11 


CHAT. 

Hos a French Peaſant in France, wos a Tra 
vell;ng, the Devil came riding by on Hor ſ. 
back, ask the peaſant if be would Hide 
So the peaſant being gad of the oppo 
dunily, got up behind. bam, the Devil ca ﬀ 
ri 


The Contents. 


2% ries bim up in the Air, and let him fall in 
1 Torky  /o that he was forced to walk from 
BK Turky 7 France again on foot. 114 


CHA P. XVII. 


Hoco a woman being very ill, was deſirous o 
go and ſee her chi dren, but being ſo weak 
they would not let ber : She Fit into a 


nll Trance, which the people in the room took 
een her for dead: while [he lay in this trance 
from ſpe went to ſee ber Children,” which the 
ig Nurſe wil afurm to be truth, 118 
Aoth 

doo C HAP. XX 


How one Hodges a corjuror, who could tell 
Devi people their ſoriunes, and fhew them the 
face of a thief in a glaſs, when they were 
robb*d, and commanded ſtolen Goods to be 
' brought home again; which made him ve- 
ry uſeful to the country people for the ſame 


125 
CHA F. 3 


Flow maid being very much icted with 
fits, one of the men who us*'d to be 
0 there, ſeeing ber he on the Greund in her 
ide ſpift, Wale be ed ihe otportunity to lye with 
N ber, which he did, and afterwards was 


ar- 
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married to ber, and lived honeſtly together, i 
and bad ſeveral Children N 


CHAP, XXL : 
How the arch-deacon claimed the dues of all 
Pariſh in Beltaſt: how he left one of his 
. ſervant-men ana his wife to receive the 
Lame, and they took a lodging at one Charles 
Toftin, who offered violence to bis Wi e, 
who ſoon after died; but being an ailing 
Woman it was net minded: but ſhe a pf lene 
0 him after ſhe was dead, for _— 7 
received a tryal, and ſaved his life 
Was Purnt in the band for it. 
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The Trial of Julian Cox. 
NZ Uias Cox, aged 70 years, was indictec 


at Taunton in Somerſelſbire, about um- 


en judge of aſſize there, for witcheratt 3 
nich ſhe praiſed upon a young maid. 


rt witneſs was a huntſman, who ſwore, 
at he went out with a pack of hounds: to 
Rt a hare, and not far off from Julian Cox's 


True 


5000000000000 %% © 


TRUE ACCOUNT. 


j mer aſſizes, 1663, before Judge Archer 


For the proof of the firſt particular. The 
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houſ- he at laſt ſtarted a hare. The Dogs 
-hunted her very claic, and the third rin; 
hunted her in view, till at laſt tne huntima; 
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perceiving the hare almoſt ſpent, and maß 
king towards a great buſh, he ran on the 

ther fide of the buſh to take her up, an 
preſerve ner from the dogs; but as ſoon : 
He laid hands on her, it proved to be Julian 
Cox, who had her head grovelling on tha 
ground, and her globes (as he cxpreſt iii 
upward. He knowing her, was affrightec 
| | that his hair on his head ſtood on end; any, 
be ſpake to her, and aſk'd her, what brough@ h 
her there? But ſhe was ſo far out of breath” 
that ſhe could not make him any 3 10 


3 
js dogs alſo came up with full cry to re- 
= Wover the game, and ſmelt at her, and fo 
ft off hunting any farther. And the hunt... 
nan with the dogs went home preſently, 
:dly affrighted. 
Sccondſy, Another witneſs ſwore, That 
she paſſed by Cox's Door, ſhe was taking 
pipe of tobacco upon the threſhold of 
he dcor, and invited him to come in and 
Iake a pipe? which he did; and as he was 
N king, Julian ſaid to him, Neighbour, look 


Toe .hifl ory of witches. 2 | | 


nd 


"hi Va a pretty thine the: e is; He look ' 
lown, and there was a monſtrous great, toad 
r twixt his legs, ſtaring him in the "face, 
a B 2 | be 


5 
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4 - ak The hiſtery of 14tcbes, 
he endeavoured to kill it by ſpurnipg if 


him forbear, and it would not do him ng 
of Julian Cox's Devils. After, he was tak 


ing a pipe of tobacco at home, and the ſam 


his pipe, the toad ſtill appeared. He en 


which time his cattle ran mad, and ſom 


but could not hit it. Whereupon Julian bi 


harm; but he threw down his pipe and wen 
Line, « (which was about two miles off 7 
lian's houſe) and told his family what ha 
happened; and that he believed it was on 


road appear'd betwixt his legs: He too 
the toad out to kill it, and to his thinking 
cut it ih ſeveral pieces; but returning t 


deayoured to burn it, but could not: 4 
length he took a ſwitch and beat it; Thi 
T 929 ran ſeveral times about the ROOH. 
to avoid him, he ſtill purſuing it with Cor 
rection. At length the toad cried and va 
niſhed, and he was never troubled wit 
it. 

Thirdly, Another ſwore, That Julia 
paſſed by bis yard while his 'beaſts were i 
milking, and ſtooping down, ſcored upd 
the ground for ſome ſmall time. Durin| 


ran their heads againſt the trees, ind ſom 
of them died ſpeedily : Whereupon, conc! 


Jing they were bewirched, he was afte 


* to this experiment, to find out t 
Witch, viz. to cut ff the ears of the bi 
wiched beaſts and burn them; and th: 


thi 


* 


: The hiſtory of witebes. 
f he witeh would be in miſery, and could 
ot reſt till they were plucked out; hien 
De tried, and while they. were burning. 
2 aſian Cox came into the houſe, raging; 
Ind ſcolding, that they had abuled her 
itbout a cauſe; but ſhe went pretenriy 
o the fire, and took out the ears that were 
burning, and then ſhe was quiet. 

| Fourth]y, Another witneſs ſwore, Thc 

e had ſcen Julian Cox fly into her own. 
3 window in her full proportion: 
Ind that ſhe very well knew her, and was 
ure it was her. 
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Fifthly, Another evidence was the con- 
ion of Julian Cox herſelf, upon her (x- 


mination before a juſtice of the peace, hic 
* : | W ds 


* ay 1 \ 


6 The jo biber of 70177 ths. | 


| was to this purpoſe : That ſhe: had wg 
' often tempted by the Devil to bz a 
| but never conſented. That one Ee 
q ſhe walk-d out about a mile from her owl 
| houſe, and there came riding towards he 
three perions upon three bronm-ſtaves, bor, 
up a bout a yard and a half from thi 
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- Grotnd; gw vin Ro ſhe formerly knew 
44 | — Wizard and à witch the 
We ” 85 ped for witche raſt leveral” Year 


cafe Ihe ſhape of a black tian, ant 
| tempied her to give him her ſobh or tf 
that effect, and to expreſs it by prickint 
1 Ver finger, and giving her name x: H. he 


T * biflory of e - 5 


plood in token of it, and told her that ſhe 
had” revenge againſt ſeveral perſons that 
Pad wronged her, but could not bring her 
Ypurport to paſs without his help: And 
that upon the terms aforeſatd, he would 
4:3 her to be revenged againſt them. But 
ſhe ſaid ſhe did nor conlent ro. i. vs 
was the ſum of the general evidence ta 
move her a witch. 
F Bac now for the ſecond particul: lar to. 
prove her guilty of the witchcrait upon 
te maid whereof ſhe was indicted ; this 
evidence was offered. 


a foros 'F 1 0 that ths lid role hey 

=" ſhould-have none, and gave her: a croſs a. 
wer, that diſpleaſed Julian. Whereapon F 
Julian was argry, end told the maid, She 
ſhould repent it before night, and 8. me 
did, for before night, ſhe was taken with = } 
a convulſion fir, and after that 1efr; thi | 
ſhe ſaw Julian Cox following her, "u8at 
ed out to the people of the houſe to favs T 
from Julia. „ 
However none ſaw Julian] du he? Tb; 
and all did impute it to her imaging fon on- 
ly : and in the night ſhe cry'd out.of Julian 
Cox and the black man, that they came up- 
en her bed, and tempted her to drink ſome- 
a 0 offered her : but ſhe cried out 


ſhe 
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he defy'd the devil's drenches. This alſo uli 
they imputed to her imagination, and bid h«Þ t 
be quiet, becauſe they in the fame chamber l 
with her, did not ſee or hear any thing, and ent 
they thought it had been her conceit only. els 

The maid the next night, expecting the ul 
conflict ſhe had the night before, brought 05 


up with her a knife, and laid it at her bed 
head: About the ſame time of the night, 
as before, Julian and the black man came | * 
again upon the maid's bed, and tempted|(” 


her to drink that which they brought, but” 
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ſhe refuſed, crying in the au lienze of the 
reſt of the family, That ſhe Cefy*d the devi!''s 
> s . 
drenches ; and tock the Knie and flabted 
»h 3 
/ Jian 


| _ The hiſtory of witches. F 
alian 3 and as ſhe ſaid, ſhe wounded her 
the leg, and was importunate with the | 
itneſs to ride to Julian Cox's houſe pre- 
-ntly, to ſee if it were not ſo. The wit- 
Heſs went and took the knife with him; 
Julian Cox would not let him in: But they 
orced the. door open, and found a freſh 
ound in Julian's leg, as the maid had 
aid, which did ſuit with the Knife; and 
luhan had been juſt dreſſing it when the 


ed itneſs came There was blood alſo found 


upon the maid's bed a 
The next morning, the maid continu'd 
her out-cries, that Julian Cox appeared to 
her in the houſe wall, and offered her great 
pins which ſhe forced her to ſwallow. And 
all the day the maid was obſerved to con- 


vey her hand to the houſe wall, and from 


the wall to her mouth, and ſhe ſeemed 
by the motion of her mouth, as if ſhe did 
eat ſomething 3 but none ſaw any thing but 
the maid, and therefore thought ſtill it 
might be her fancy ;. and dick not much 
mind it. But towards night, this maid. 
began to be very ill, and complained, that 
the pins that Julian forced her to eat out 
of the wall, did torment her in all parts ot 
her body, that ſhe could not endure it, and: 
made lamentable outcries of pain. Where- 
vpon ſeveral perſons being preſent, the maid 
Was ungrefied,. and un leyeral parts af the 

| B 8 mais: 
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maid's body, ſeveral greet ſwellings ante! 
prarcd, ard out of the head of the (webu 
ſings ſeveral great pins pe its appeared Wis 
which the witneſſes took out; and upoiſſ it 
the tryal, there were about Thirty grea A 
pirs produced in court (which I mytelgar 
bandled) all which was ſworn by ſeveral ti 
witneſſes, that they were taken out off Ol 
the maid's body, in manner as is aforeſaid. 
Judge Archer, who tryed the priſone 
told the jury, that he had heard that A 
Witch could not repeat that Petition 1 
the Lord's prayer, viz. (And lead us u. 
ino temptation) and having this occaſior 
he would try the experiment; and tolc 
the jury that whether ſhe could, or coul 
not, they were not in the leaſt meaſur 
to guide their verdict according to it, be 
cauſe it was not legal evidence; but tha 
+ they muſt be guided in their verdi& by thi. 
former Evidence given in upon Oatl| 
s only. FEES 
The priſoner was called for up to the 
next bar in the court, and demanded i 
dhe could ſay the Lord's prayer? She ſaid} 
me could, and went over the prayer rea! 
Adu till ſhe came to that petition. Ther 
the ſaid (And lead vs into temptation) o 
(And lead us not into no tempration? but 
could not ſay, (And lead us not into tempta 
non) though ſhe was directed to {sy it aff 
| 5 3 te 
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The hiſtory of witches. II. 


ter one that repeated it to her, diſtinctly, 
but ſhe could not repeat it otherwiſe than 
is expreſſed already; though tried to do 
it near half a {core times in open Court. 
After all which the Jury found her guilty, 
and judgement having been given, within 
three or four days, ſhe was executed with- 
out any confeſſion of the fact. 
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12 The hiſtory of witches. 


CHAP. Il. 


Iibich cout i toe Witchcraft of Elizabeth 
Sty.cs of Biylord, Widow. 


© Lizabeth Styles, her confeſſion of her 
, Witchcraft, Jazuar the 26 and 30, 
and Feb. 7, 1664, before Robert Hunt, Eq; 
She then confciled, That the Devil about 
ten years ſince, appeared to her in the 
Mape of a handiome mar, and afeer of a 
black dog. That he promiſed her money, 
and that ſhe ſhould live gallantly and have 
the plkaturc of te world or 12 Years : 

it 


2 
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f ſhe would with her own blood ſign his 
paper, Which was to give her foul to him 
nd obſerve his laws, and that he might 
th ack her blood. This, after four ſolici⸗ 
rations, the examinent promiſed him to 

[do. Upon which he pricked the fourth 

linger of her right Hand, between the 

middle and upper joint (where the ſign at 
che Examination remained) and with\ a 

Drop or two of Blood, ſhe ſigned the 

paper with an (o). Upon this, the De- 
vil gave her Six pence and vaniſhed with 
the paper. 

That ſince he had appeared te her in 
the ſhape of a man, and did ſo on Med. 
neſday ſeven night paſt: but more uſually Wo 
he appears in the likeneſs of a dog. or 
Cat, or a Fly, like a Miller; in which 
laſt he uſually ſucks in the Poll about 
Four of the Clock in the morning; and 
did ſo Jan. 27 and that it uſually is pain to 

her to be ſo tacked. | 

That when ſhe hath a deſire to do harm, 
| ſhe calls the ſpirit by the name of. Robin; 
to whom when he appeareth, ſhe uſeth 
theſe words, O Satan, give me my pur paſe. 
She then tells him what ſhe would have 
done; and that he ſhould fo appear to her, 
was part of her contract with him. 


That 
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That about a Month ago he appearing, 
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the deſired him to torment one Elizabell 


Hill, and to thruſt Thorns into her Fleſh, 


which he promiſed to do, and the next 
Time he appeared, he told her he had 


done it. 


That a little above a month ſince thisfl 


Examinant, Alice Duke, Ann Biſhop, and 
Mary Penny, met about nine of the clock 


in the night, in the common near Tyiſter. 
| where they met a man in black 
Cloaths, with a little band, to whom they 
did courteſie and due obſervance z and the 
examinant verily believes that this 

& the Devil. At that time Alice Duke, brought 
a picture in wax, which was for Eliza. 


8770 Hill: The man in black took it in 


Gate, 


his Arms, anointed it's Forehead, 
faid, I baptize thee with this oyl, 


was 


and 


ac uſed 


ſome other words: He was Godfather ; 


And the examinant and Anne Biſhop 


God- 
mothers ; they called it Eaxabeth or Beſs. 


There the man in black, this examinant 


picture. 


Anne Biſhop, and Alice Duke, ſtuck thorns 
Into feveral places of the Neck, Hand- 
wriſt, fingers and other parts of the ſaid! 
After which they had wine, cakes, 


and roaſt meat (all brought by the man 
4n black) which they did. eat and drink; 
they danced and were merry, were bodily 


there, and there c. VANS, 
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28, be further ſaith, That the ſame Perſons 


eth met again, at or near the ſame place about 
ih. month fince, when Arne Biſbop brought 
XY a picture in wax, which was baptized Fobn 
gad in the like manner as the other was; the 
4 man in black was the Godfather, and Alice 
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Duke and this examinant God mothers. | 
As ſoon as it was baptized, Aune Biſhep W 
ſtuck two thorns into the arms of the 
picture which was for one Rover? Ne- 
mas.*s child of Mincaunton. After they had} 
caten, drank, danc'd and made merry, they 
de; arted. E | 


That 
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That ſhe with Anne Biſhop and Mice 
Duke, met another time in the. Night, 
in a ground near Maryhill ; where allo 
met ſeveral other Perſons. The Devil then | 
- allo there in the former ſhape baptized a ca 
picture by the name of Anne, or Rachel, qr 
Hatcher; the picture of one, Durnford's 
Wife brought, and ſtuck Thorns in it. 
Then they alſo made merry with Wine 
and cakes, and fo. departed. 

She ſaith, before they are carried to 
their meetings, they anoint their foreheads 
and Hand Wriſts with Oyl, the Spirit 
brings them (which ſmells raw) and then 
W they axe carried in a very ſhort time; u- 

ſing theſe words as they paſs, Thout, tout 
4 tout, tout, throughout and about; and 
when they go off from their en, Wey 
4 lay, Rentum Tormentum. 

That at their firſt meeting, the man in 
black bids them welcome, and they all 
make low obeyſance to him, and he deli- 
vers ſome wax candles like little torches, 
which they give back again at parting, 
When they anoint themſelves, they uſe a 
long form of words, and when they ſtick 
in thorns in the picture of any. they 
I wou'd torment, the y lay, A pox on thee, 
1 yy Pr thee, 


That 


vu * 
. — 
az 0 
578 - 
» 


The hiftery of witches. 17 
That at every meeting before the Spirit 
aniſhes away, he appoints the next mceet- 
ing place and time; and at his departure 
there is a foul ſmell. At their meeting 
they have uſually Wine or good beer, 
cakes, meat or the like; they eat and 
drink really; When they mret in ther 
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bodies, dance ally and have mufick ; the 
man in black fits at the hither End, and 
Anne FE uiualiy ſat next him: He ſeth 
tome words before meat, ard none after; 
his voice is audible, but very low. 

Thar they are carried ſometimes in their 
badics and their clothes, fornerimes with— 
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out, and as the examinant thinks, their 


bodies 
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Bodies are ſometimes left behind, when 


only their ſpirits are preſent; yer they kr.ow 
one another. 


When they would bewirch man, wo. 
9 


man or child, they. do it ſomet: mes ity 1 


picture made in- wax, which the Devil 


formally baptizeth. S»metimes they have 
an apple, diſh, ſpoon or other thing, 


from that evil ſpirit; which they give 


the party to who:n they would do: harm; 


Upon which, they have power to hurt the 


Perſon that eats or receives it. Some- 
times they have power to do miſchief by 
a touch or curſe, by theſe they can miſchief 
cattle, and by curſing without touching: 
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but neither without the Devil's leave. 


That ſhe had been at ſeveral general 
meetings in the night at High Common, 


Ward a common near Melcomb,: at a place 


near Marnbill, and at other places; where 


| have met Jobn Combs, Join Vining, Richard 


Dicks, Thomas Buſh, a Lame man, Rachael 
King, Richard Cannan, a woman called 


| Durnford, Alice Dube, Aune Biſhop, Mary 


Penny and Chriftopher Ellen; All which 
did obeiſance to the. man in black: Uſu- 


ally they have at them, ſome P. ture bap- 


tized. 
The man in black fometimis plays on 


a pipe or citter,- and the company dan- 


| ces; at laſt the Devil vaniſheth, and all 


are Se to their ſeveral homes in a ſhort 


ſpace. At their pariing they lay, Hey Dey 3 
merry meet, merry part. 


That the reaſon why ſh: cauſed . 


be:h Hill to be the more tormenicd was, 


b-cauſe her father had ſaid, She was a 


Witch. That ſhe had ſeen Alice Dake's 


familiar, fuck her in the ſhape of a cat, 


and Aune B.ſbop's ſuck her in the ſhape cf 


a Fa | 

Tnat ſhe never heard of the Name of 
God, or Jeſus Chriſt mentioned at any of 
thzir meetings. 


That \j 
ft 
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That Ae Biſhop, about five Years and 1255 
a half ſince, did bring a picture in wax Kh 
to their meeting; which was baptiſed by 

the man in black; and called Fe 3 it 
was for Robert Newmen's Child at Min- Of 
caunlon. 

That about two years ago, ſhe gave 
two apples to Agnes Vining, late Wife 
of. Richard ty. 5: and that ſhe had. one 
of the apples from the Devil, who then 
appeared to her, arid told her, That apple 


would do Vining 8 wife 8 buſineſs, 7 
P 

7 3 n the preſence of ſeveral grave and 
3-1  orthodox-divines. Ft 
t 
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Of the ſtrange witchcraft diſcovered in the 
Village of Mohra in Sweedland, taxen out 
of the Publick Regiſter of the Lords Com- 
miſſioners appointed by his Majeſiy the 
King of Swerden, to examine the Buſineſs, 
in the Year of our Lord 1669 or 1670. 


HE news of this witchcraft coming 
to the king's ear, his majeſty was 


pleaſed to appoint commiſſioners; Some 
of the clergy and ſome of the laity to 
make a journey to the town aforeſaid, and | 


to examine the whole buſineſs; and ac- 


cordingly the examination was order'd to 


be on the 15th of Auguſt; and the eom- 


miſſioners met on the aſt Inſtant, in the 


ſaid village, at the parſon's Houſe; to Fl 
whom both the miniſter and ſeveral peo- 
ple of faſhion, complained with tears in 
their eyes, of the miſerable condition they 


| were in; and therefore begg'd of them to 


think of ſome way whereby they might | 


be delivered from their calamity. They 
| gave the commiſſioners very ſtrange In- 


ttances of the Devil's tyranny among them. 
How by the Help ot Witches, he 
| had 
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him, and made them ſubjects to his power; 


Ho he hath been ſcen to go in a viſibbe 


ſhape through the couutry, and appear- 
ed daily to the people; How he had 
wrought upon the poorer ſort, by pre- 
enting them with meat and drink, and 
this way allured them to himſelf, with 


other circumſtances to be mentioned here- 


after. The inhabitants of the village ad- 
ded, with very great lamentations, that 
though their children had told all, and 
| ſought God very earneſtly by prayer, they 
were carried away by him; and therefore 


1 begg'd of the Lord's commiſſioners to root 


out theſe witches, that they might regain 
their former reſt and quietneſs ; and the 
rather, becauſe the children which uſed 
to be carried away there in the Country 
or diſtrict of Elfdale, ſince ſome Witches 
= had been burnt there, others remained 
unmoleſted. 

That day being the laſt Hithedliarion- 
Day, inſtituted by authority for the re- 

moving of his judgement, the Commil- 


fioners went to church, where there ap- 


Peared a conſiderable aſſembly bothof young 
and old: The children could read moſt ot 


them, and ſing pſalms; and ſo could the 


women, though not with any great zeal or 


fervour. There were preached two ſermons 
Dl that 


had drawn ſome hundreds of children tog 
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hat day, in which the miſerable caſc of 
to. 1 Elbe be 
Whoſe people that ſuffered themſelves to be 
ſeluded by the Devil, was laid open; and 
hoſe Sermons were at laſt concluded wit 
ery, fervent prayers. . 


The publick worſhip being over, all the 
People of the town, were called together 
: the parſon*s houſe, near three thouſand 
of them; Silence being commanded, the 
King's Commiſion was read publickly in 
2 the hearing of them all, and they were 
charged under very great penalties to con- 

ceal nothing of the truth, and ſay no- 

thing but the truth; thoſe eſpecially who 
were guilty ; that the children might be 
. 3 delivered 
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- withſtand this dangerous flood ; 


ſoch, as the matter of fact could be 
ved upon, Examination being made; foy 
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24 The Hiſtory of witches. 
delivered from the Devil's clutches, the 
all promiſed obedience ; the guilty feign 


edly, but the. en weeping ang crying 
19 2 


On the r4th of Auf, the commiſſio. 


ners met again conſulting how they might 


Deliberation, an Order alſo coming from 
h's Majeſty, they did reſolve to execute 


there were diſcovered no leſs than Three. 


| ſcore and ten in the village aforeſaid, Three 
and twenty of which freely confefled their 


crimes, were condemned to die: The reſt, 


WW one pretending that ſhe was with child ; 


and the other denying, and pleading not 


ouilty, were ſent to Fabluma.z where moſt 
E of them were afterwards executed. 


Fifteen Children, which likewiſe con- 
feſſed that they were engaged in this Wit- 


chery, died as the reſt, Six and thirty 


of them between Nine and Sixteen Years 
of age, who had been leſs guilty, were 
forced to run the gauntlet z Twenty more 


who had no great inclination, yet had been 
- feduced to thoſe helliſh enterprizes, be- 


cauſe they were very young; were con- 
demned to be Jaſh'd with rods upon their 
hands, for three Sundays together, at the 
Church- Door: and the aforeſaid ſix and 
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Inirty were alſo deemed to be laſhed this 
ay once a week for a whole year toge- 
her; the number of the ſeduced children 
as about three hundred. 

On the Twenty Fifth of Auguſt, the 
Execution was done upon the notoriouſly 
Jouilty, the day being bright and glorious 
and the Sun fhining, and ſome thouſand 
of people being preſent at the Spectacles. 
be order and method obſerved in the 
foi Examination was thus. 


reel Firſt, the commiſſioners and the neigh- 
eirfy bouring juſtices went to prayets; this done 
&, te witches, who had moſt of them chil- 
| . Mdren with them, which they either had ſe- 
ot duced, or attempted to ſeduce, from four 
ot years: "of age to ſixteen, were ſet before 

them. Some of the Children complained 
n- lamentably, of the Miſery and Miſchief 
t- they were forced ſometimes to {uficr of 
ty the witches. 
The children being aſked whether they 
re were {ure that they were at any time car- 
re ried away by the Devil? They all decla- 
n red they were, begging of the Commiſſio- 
ners that they might be freed from chat 
intolerable yoke. 

Hereupon the Witches themſelves 
were aſked, whether the confeſſions © 
theſe Children were true? and admęniſh' dto 
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confeſs the truth, that they might tun hand 
away from the Devil unto the living God 1 
At firſt, moſt of them did very {tiff 
and without ſhedding the leaſt tear, der ! 
it, though much againſt their will and In. 
clination. 

After this, the children wgre examinet 
every one by themſelves, to ſee whethe 
their confeſſion did agree, or no; and thq; 
-commiſſioners found that all of them, ex. 
cept ſome very little ones, who could no 

tell all the circumſtances, did punctuallyſ 
agree in the confeſſion of particulars. M.. 
In the mean time, the Commiſſioner... 
that were of the clergy, examined the wit- 
ches, but could not bring them to amy 
confeſſion, all continuing ſtedfaſt in their 
denials, till at laſt ſome of them burſÞ 
out into tears, and they agreed with what 
the children had ſaid. And theſe expreſ-W 
ſed their abhorrency of the fact, and begg'd 
Pardon; adding, that the Devil, whom 
they call'd Loeyta, had ſtopped the mouth 
of ſome, and ſtopped the ears of others; 
and being now gone from them, they could 
no longer conceal it; fog they now per 
ceived his treachery. | | 


= The confeſſion which the witches made 
in Z/fdale to the Judges there, agreed 
Vith the eonfeſfion they made at Mobra; 
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T0 d 1 in theſe Points. 


en 1. Whether they uſed to go. 


In 2. What kind of place ĩt d was they went 


do, called by them Blorckula: where the 
witches and Devils uſed to meet. | 
3. What evil or miſchief they had ei- 
ther Cage or deſigned there. 


1. Of their Journey to Blockula. The 
ontents of their confeſſion. 


en We of the province of Bifdale do con- 
: Nes, that we uied to go to a gravel-pit, 
Which lay hard by a croſs- way, and there 
put on a garment over our heads, and 
Pen danced round, and after this ran to 
he croſs-Way, and called the Devil thrice. 


at 
{. Firſt, with a fhril! voice. The ſecond time 
9 ſomewhat louder ; and the third time very 


doud, with theſe words, Anteceſſor, com. 


mediately he uſed to appear, but in diffe- 
rent habits; but for the moſt part, we ſaw 
him in a grey coat, and red and blue 


wrapt about it, and long garters upon bis 
| Pockings. 


* 


C 2 


un 1• the chief vive they confeſſed, confiſt- 


and carry us to Blockula: whereupon, im- 


Stockings: He lud a red beard, a high- 
crowned hat, with linen of diwers colours 


Then 
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N 0 
11 Then he aſked us whether we wound. 
\ ſerve him with Soul and Body? If we wer, ; 
N content to do ſo, he ſet us on a Beaſt which 48 
11 ac had there ready, and carried us over 1 


Churches and high walls; and after al, 
we came to a green meadow where Block- 
ula lies. We muſt procure ſome Shaving 
ofaltars and Church Clocks; and, then he 
gives us a horn with Salve in it, where- 
with we do anoint ourſelves; and then he 
gives us a ſaddle with a hammer and a 
wocden nail, thereby to fix the ſaddle : 
whereupon we call upon the Devil, and 
away we go. 1 
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| Thoſe that were at the Town of Mobra 
ade in a manner they were ſure of a real 
perſonal tranſportation, and whether they 
vere awake then when it was done; they 
ul anſwer'd in the affirmative, and that 
ke Devil ſometimes laid ſomething down 
a the place that was very like them; but 
ne of them confeſſed, That he did only 
ike away her ſtrength ; yet ſomecimes he. 
ook even her body with him. | 
Bring aſked, How they cold go with 
heir Fo through chimaies. and broken 
Þancs of glaſs ? They ſaid, That the Devil 
lid firſt remove all that might hinder them 
n their flight, and ſo they had room ug 
lo go. | 
Others were aſked, how they were able 
Wo carry ſo many Children with them? 
und they anſwered, that when the Chil- 
uren were aſleep, they came into the cham- 
er, laid hold of the Children, which 
raitway did awake, and aſked. them 
whether they would go to a feaſt with 
hem? To which ſome anſwered, Tes; 9- 
hers, No; yet they were all forced to 
bo. They only gave the children a ſhirt, 


N 


all, 


28 


coat and a doublet, which was either 
ed or blue, and ſo they did ſet them ul 
bpon a beaſt of the Devil's providing, and 1 
hen they rid away. | 


C2 


till of late they never had that power to 
carry away children, but only this Year; 


force them to it: That heretofore it was 
ſufficient to carry but one of their chil- 
did plague them and whip 


that they had no peace nor quiet for him. 
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© The children confeſſed the ſame thing 
and ſome added, that becauſe they had 
very fine cloaths put upon them, they were 
very willing to go. f 5 

Some of the children concealed it from 

their parents, but others diſcovered it td 
them preſently. 5 

The witches declared moreover, That 


and at laſt, the Devil did at this Time 


dren, or a ftrangers child with them, 
which yet happened ſeldom ; but now he 
them if they 
did not procure hi d Children, inſomuch 


And whereas formeriy one Journey a Week 

would ſerve turn, from their on Town. 
to the pl ice aforeſaid, now they were for- N 
ced to ran to other towns and places for Har 


children, and that ſome of them did bring Nc 


with them ſome Fiftcen, ſome Sixteen 
children every night. | te 
For their journey, they ſaid they made n 
uſe of all ſortz of inſtruments, of beaſts, It. 
of men, of fpits and poſts, according as Nc. 
they had opportunity: If they do ride e 
upon Goats, and have many Children N 
with them, that all may have room, they 
ſtick 


YE NT" 1 ; 
e ern 
A 
8 5 
1 
Dy 


& 

8 

hs 9 = 
S 

5 9 F. 

©. * 


the biſtry of witcher. It 
ick a ſpit into the backſide of the Goat, 


ind then are anointed with the afore- 
aid ointment. What the manner of their 


Journey is, God alone knows; thus much 
was made out; that if the Children did 
any time name the names of thoſe that 
37 carried them away. 1 : 
en They were again carried by force either 
to Blockula, or to the croſs- way, and there 
de miſerably beaten, inſomuch that ſome of 
ts, them died of it, and this ſome of the witches. 
as confeſſed: And added, that now they were 
de N exceedingly troubled and tortured in their 
en Minds for it. Tune children thus uſed, 
y l0ok'd mighty bleak, wan and leaden: The. 
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Marks of the laſhes the judges could nct 
perceive in them, except in one boy, who 
had ſome wounds and holes in his back 
that were given him with thorns; but 
the Witches fad they would quickly 
vaniſh, 

After this uſage, the children are ex. N. 
ceeding weak; and if any be carried over Mer 
night, they cannot recover themſelves the 
next day, and this happens to them by 
fits; And if a fit comes upon them, they 


with them up ſometimes all night: And I 
when they obſerve the paleneſs coming, ti 


1 they ſhake the children, but to no purpoſe. 


They further obſerve, that their Chil- ic 
drens Breaſts grow cold at ſuch a time; 50 
and they take ſometimes a burning candle Bi: 
and ftick it in their hair, which yet is b 
not burnt by it. They ſwoon upon this Nc 
paleneſs, which ſwoon laſteth ſometimes 
an hour, ſometimes two hours; and When 
the children come to themiclves again, If 
they mourn and lament and groan moit lt 
milerably, and beg exccedingly to be ea- 
fed, Thus two old men declared upon oath 
before the Judges, and called all the In- 
babitants of the town to Witneſs, as 
perſons that had moſt of them Experience 
of this ſtrange ſymptom of their children. 
A 


— 
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A little girl of ZE/fdale confeſſed, That 
aming the name of Feſus, as ſhe was 
arried away, ſhe. fell ſuddenly pon the 
ground, and got a great hole in her fide, 
hich the Devil preſently healed up a- 


gaip, and away he carried her, and to this 


ay the girl confeſſed ſhe had exceeding 
great pain on her ſide. 
Another boy confeſſed too, That one 


day he was carried away by his miſtreſs; 

and to perform the Journey, he took his 
Wown father's Horſe out of the Meadow 
where it was; and upon his return, ſhe let 
the horſe go in her own ground. 
The next day the boy's father ſought 

for his horſe, and not finding it, gave it 
over for loſt ; but the boy told the whole 
I ſtory, and 0 his father fetcht the horſ- 

back again. And this one of the Witches 
confeſſed. 


-- 


2. Of the place where they uſed to Aſ- 


ſemble, called . and what they did 
there. | 


They unanimouſly confeſſed, That Block- 


| wia is ſituated in a delicate large Mra- 
| Cow, whereof: you can ſee no End: The 


Place or houſe they met at, had before 


it, a Gate painted with divers colours: 


through this gaze they went into a little 
C5 NIra- 
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meadow, diſtinct from the other where n 
E the beaſts were that they uſed to ride on: 
Bot the men, u hom they made uſe of in 
= their journey, ſtood in the houſe by the 

gate in a Numbering Poſture, ſleeping 
' againſt che wall. | 
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In a huge large room of the Houſe, 
they ſaid, there ſtood a very long Table 
at K hich the witches did fit down : And 
that hard by this room was another cham» 
ber, where there were very lovely and de- 
licate beds. | \ 

The firſt thing they ſaid they muſt do 
at Blackidla was, That they mult deny all, 
3 ow and 


n 


. : 
"be 1 


Land Aevede nN Ba and Soul to 
the Devil, and promiſe to {rev him faith- 


fully, ind confirm all this with an oath. 
Hereupon they cut their fingers, and with 


their blood writ their names in - his. book : 


They added, that he cauſed them to be 7; 
baptized too by ſuch prieſts as he had 
there, and made them confirm their bap- - 


tiſm with dreadful Qaths and Impre- 
cations; hereupon the Devil gave them a 


purſe, . wherein there were ſhavings of 
clocks, ' with a ſtone tied to it, which 
they threw into the water, and then were 


forced to ſp cak theſe Words; As theſe + 


Shavings of the Clock do never return to 


| he Clock from which they are taken, may * 


ny Soul never return to Heaven, To which 


they add blaſphemy and other oaths and 


curſes. 
The mark of their cut fingers is not 
wry: in all them: But a Girl who had 


been ſlaſhed over. her finger, declared, 


That becauſe ſhe would not ſtretch out 


her fingers, the Devil in anger had lo » 
| cruelly wounded it. 


Aiter this, they fat down to a Table; 


aud thoſe that the Devil obſerved moſt, 
were placed neareſt to him ;. but the ehil- 5 
| dren. muſt - ſtand at the Docs, where he. 


himſelf gives them. meat and drink. 
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they ſaid, Brotn and Coleworts and Ba- 
con in it; Oatmeal, Bread, ſpread with 


Butter-milk and cheeſe; And they added, 
= That ſometimes it taſted very well, and 
= ſometimes very ill; after meals they went 
do dancing, and in the mean while ſwear 

and curſe moſt dreadfully ; and afterwards 

they went to fighting one with another. 
Thoſe of Elfdale confeſſed, that the De- 

vil uſed to play upon an harp before them, 
and afterwards to go with them that he 
= liked beſt into a Chamber, where he com- 
= mitted venerovs acts with them; and this 
= indeed all confeſſed, that he had carnal- 
. 7 oo 
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13. WM Knowledge. of ther; and that the Devil 
;- MW had Sons and Daughters, which he did 
h {marry together, and brought torch Toads 
and ſerpents. 
One day the Devil ſeemed to be lads 
whereupon there was great Lamentation._ 
at Blocula 3. but he ſoon awaked again; if 
he hath a mind to be merry with them, he 
lets them all ride upon ſpits before him; 
takes afterwards the ſpits, and beats them 
black and blue, and then Jaughs at them, 
and he bids them believe that the day of 
Judgement will come ſpeedily, and there- 
fore ſets them on work to build a great 
| houſe of Stone, promiſing that in that 
houſe he will preſerve them from God's 
fury, and cauſe them to enjoy the greateſt 
delights and. pleaſure: But while they 
© work exceeding hard at it, there falls a 
, great part of the wall down again, where- 
dy ſome of the witches are commonly hurt, 
t which makes him laugh, but preſently he 
r © cures them again. 
8 They ſaid they had ſeen ſometimes I 
very —.. Devil, like a dragon with fire 
- | round about him, and bound with an iron 
„ chain; and the devil that converſed with 
e them, tells them, that if they confeſs any 
- I thing, he will let that great devil looſe 
s upon them, whereby all Sweedland ſhall 
1- W come into great danger. 
- p They 
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i They added, chat the Devil had a chureh 
= there, ſuch another as in the town of 
* zan 1 | 
Mehra. Wnen the commiſſioners were 


od SS © pre wo a> en © — 


W, coming, he told the witches, theys ſhould 
not fear them; for he ſhould certainly kill 
them all: And they- confeſſed that ſome 
of them had attempted to murther the 
& - commiſſioners, but had not been able to 
| effect it. | 5 | 

Some of the - chileren talked much of a 
white angel, which uſed to forbid them 
doing what the Devil had bid them do; 
and told them, that thoſe doings ſhould 
not laſt long: What had beep done, had 
| ET been 
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h been permitted becauſe of the wickedneſs 
f Wl of the people, and the carrying away of . | 
e the children ſhould be made manifeſt. And | 
they added, that this white angel would 
| place himſelf ſo--etimes at the Door, 
betwixt the witches ani the children; 
and when they came to BHE, he pulled 
the children back, but the witches they 
| went in. : | | 1 


Zo Of the miſchief Or evil which the | 
witches promiſed to do man and beaſts. 'B 
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They confeſſed that they were to pro- 
miſe the Devil, that they would do all 
0 that's 
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drew and ſtroaked; and as long 
laſted, the Perſons they then have power 


1 2 'The bilory of acl” 
and that the Devil taught them 


that's ill; 


to milk, which was in this wiſe: They 
_ uſed to ſtick a knife in 


the wall,- and 
a kind of Label on it, which they 
as this 


hang 


over, were miſerably plagued, and the 
beaſts were milked that way, till ſometimes 


they died of it. 


A woman confeſſcd, that the Devil 
gave her a wooden Knife, where with 
going into Houſes, ſhe. had power to kill 
any thing ſhe touched with it: yet there 
were. few that would confeſs that they had 


hurt any man or woman: 


Being asked, whether they had mdrthir 
ed any Children? they confeſſed, that 
they had indeed tormented them; but did 


not know whether any of them had died 


of thoſe plagues: And added, 


that the 
Devil had ſhewed them 


where he had power to do miſchief. 


es conteſled 


| that the was ordered to uſe a Nail, 


The miniſter of Elfdale declared, that 


one night theſe witches were, to his 


thinking, upon the crown of his- Head, 
and that from thence he had a long con- 
tinued pain of the Head. One of the witch- 
too, that the Devil had 
ſent her to torment that Miniſter: And 
and 


Arik 


feveral Places 


The hiſtory of witrbes. 4r 


Nrike into her Hand, but it would not en“ 


1 1 
Y [ter very deep, and hence came that Head. 
d e : | 
y 


The aforeſaid Minifter ſaid alſo, that 
one Night he felt a pain, as if it were torn 
with an inſtrument they cleanſe flax with 
5 Wor a flax comb; and when he awaked he 
heard ſomebody ſcratching and ſcraping at 
i the window, but could ſee nobody: And. 
h Pone of the witches confeſſed, that ſhe was 
he perſon that did it, being ſent by the devil. 
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The Miniſter of Mohra declared alfo, 
that one Night one of theſe witches 
came 
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came into his houſe, - and did ſo vio- 


The biſtory of 3 


_  Tently take him by the throat, that he 


thought he ſhould have been choaked; 


and awaking, he ſaw the perſon that did 
it, but coul not know her; and that for 


ſome weeks he was not able to ſpeak, or 
perform divine worſhip. 

An old woman of Zfaale, conkeſſed 
That the Devil had holpen her to make 


a nail, which ſhe ſtruck into a boy's knee, 


df which ſtroke the boy remained lime a 


4 n 
t . * 


ela carrier; and that he gives them a 
bird too, as big as a. raven, but white: 
And theſe two creatures they can ſend 
any where; and wherever they come, 
they take away all ſorts of victuals they 


i * Jong time; and ſhe added, that before 
by „ . or. executed by the hand of 


Juſtice, the boy would recover. 

They confeſſed alſo, that the Devil 
gives them a Beaſt, about the bigneſs 
and ſhape of a young cat, Which they 


can get, butter, cheeſe, milk; bacon and 


all ſorts of ſeeds whatever they find, and 
carry it to the witch; What the bird 


brings they may K.ep for themſelves; but 
whit the carrier brings they. muſt: reſerve 


for the Devil, and that's brought to Block- 
ul. : Where he doth give them of it, ſo 


much as he thinks fit. 


| They: 
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They add likewiſe, that theſe carriers. 


all themſelves ſo full ſometimes, that 
they are forced to ſpew by the way, which 
ſpewing is often found in ten ſeveral gar- 
dens where coleworts grow, and not far 
frm the houſes of thoſe witches. It is of 
a yellowiſh colour, like gold, and is cal» 
led butter of witches. 


The Lord's commiſſioners were indeed 
very earneſt, and took great p.ins to per- 
luade them to ſhew ſome of their tricks, 
but to no purpoſe : for they did all unani- 
mouſly confeſs, that ſince they had con- 
feſſed all, they found that all their witch- 

| cra.t 
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Claws on his Hands and Feet, and with! 
Horns on his Head, and a lon 
thruſt the perſon down again with an iron 


that if that they continued in their Con- 


ing in Europe: We may ſee the Witch- 


_ crafts there: And we may learn what ſort 
of devils do trouble the world. L 
The venerable Baxter. very truly ſays, 
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2 tryal of witches, is of what was before 


44 rhe hiſtory of «witches. 


craft was gone, and that the Devil at this 
time appeared to. them very terrible, with 


| g tail be. 
hind, and ſhewing to them a pit burnir g, 
with a hand put out; bat the Devil did 


Fork : and fuggeſted to the Witches. 


ſeſſions, he would deal with them in the“ 
lame manner. 1 | ar 


A modern inſtance of witches, diſco - 
vered and condemned in a tryal, before 
that celebrated judge, Sir Matthew: Hale. 

It may caſt ſome light upon the dark 
things now in America, if we juſt give a 
glance upon the like things lately happen- 


crafts here moſt exactly reſemble the witch- 


Judge Hale was a Perſon, then whom no 
man was more backward to condemn a 
witch, without full evidence: | 

Now, one of tie lateſt accounts about 


him ; and is ran on this wiſe (printed in 
the Year, 1682) And'it is here the ra- 
| | ther 


1 
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ther mentioned, becauſe it was a try al 


much- confider'd by the e of News 
England, 


: 1. Roſe Cullender and Amy Dum, where 

ſeveraily- indicted, for bewitching Eliza- 

„eth Durart, Anne Durant, Jane Botking, 

„%% Chandler, William Durent, El.,zabeth 
and Deborab Pacy : And the Evidence 

E whcreon they were convicted ſtood upon 
divers particular circumſtances. 

2. Anne Durant, Suſan Chandler, and E- 
mrs Pacy, when they came into the 
ball, to give inftruRions for the draw- 

* ing che bills of indictment, they fell into 


* ſtagge and violent fits, fo that they 
* I were unable to give in their Depoſitions; 
„ I not only then, but alſo during the whole 
!- Wiflizes : William Durant being an infant, 
t bis mother ſwore, That Amy Du look - 
Ing after her child one day in her ab- 


ſence,” did at her return confeſs, that the 
had given Suck to the Child; (though 


* WW ſhe was an old Woman) Where when 
Durent expreſſcd lier dilpleaſure, Dany went 

IG away with diicontents and menaces. 
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and at night when ſhe went to put the 
child into it, if ſhe found any thing in 


- — — 


rible Noiſe, and flaſh'd like 
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The night after, the child fell into Ip 
ſtrange and ſad fits, wherein it continued 
for divers Weeks. One Doctor Fo 
cob adviſed her to hang up the Child's 


* 


* 
* 


Blankets in the chimny corner all day, 


it, then to throw it without any fear into 
the fire. Accordingly, at night, there 
fell a great Toad out of the Blanket, 
which ran up and down the hearth. A 
boy catch'd it; and held it in the Fire 
with the tongs: Where it made an hor- 
to Gun- 
Powder 


— Ie 
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0 powder, wit! a report like that of a pi- 
d ſtol: whereupon the toad was no more 
+ Jo be ſeen. The next day, a kinſwoman 
's Mo) Dinys, told the deponent, That her 
unt was al! grieviouſly ſcorched with 
che fire; and the deponent going to her 
Houſe found her in ſuch a Condition. 
Dany told her, ſhe might thank her for 
it; but ſhe ſhould live to ſee ſome of her 
children dead, and herſelf upon crutches. 
But after the burning of the toad, this 
child recovered, | 
This deponent further. teſtified, that 
her daughter Elizabeth being about the 
we of ten years was taken in like man- 
wer, as her firſt child was, and in her 
fits complained much of Amy Dum, and 
aid that ſhe did appear to her, and af- 
fict her in ſuch a manner as the former. 
One day ſhe found Amy Duny, in her 
houſe, and thruſting her out of, Doors, 
Duny ſaid, You need not be ſo angry, your 
bild won't live long; and within three 
days the child died: The deponent ad- 
ling, that ſne was herſelf not long after 
ken with ſuch a Lamneſs in both 
er legs, that ſhe was forced to go up- 
dn crutches ; and ſhe was now in court 
pon them. (It was remarkable that imme- 
" Wiately upon the jury's bringing in Duny 
FF | N "on 
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brought to Elizabeib Pacey, and ſhe toucheſ 
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ful manner, like a whelp rather that 
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Guilty, Durent was reflored unto the uſe b. 


ber Limbs, and went bome wide ber th 
crulebes. * | = ©; 


3. As for Elizabeth.and Deborah Pag FT 


-one aged eleven years, the other nine” 


the elder being in court, was made utter © 


ſenſeleſs during all the time cf her try [1 
al, or at leaſt ſpeechleſs z by the dire" 


tion of the Judge, Duny was Privately 


her hand : Whereupon the child, with: 
out ſo much as ſeeing her, ſuddenly leaped ® 
up and flew from the priſoner: the youn- . 
ger was too ill to be brought unto the ö 


Aſſizes. But Samuel Pacy, their father, tel 
tificd, that, his Daughter Deborab ws 
taken with a ſudden lameneſs; and upa 


the grumbling of Amy Bam. for being 
denied ſomething, where this child via 
then fitting, the child was taken with a 
extream pain in her ſtomach, like th 
pricking of pins, and ſhrieking at a dread 


a rational creature, The phyſicians coul 
not conjecture the cauſe of the Diſten- 
per, but Amy Duny being a Woman d 
il fame, and the child in fits crying 
out of Amy Duny, as affirighting her with 
ths ,Appantion of her Perſon, the dep6 

nen 
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 Mrent ſuſpecting her; and procured her to 
be fer in the ſtocks, While ſhe was 
br there, ſhe ſaid in the hearing of two 
witneſſes, Mr. Pacy keeps a great ſtir about 
lis Child, but let him (tay till be has done 
as much by his children, as 1 have done by 
mine: And being aſked, What ſhe had 
done to her Children? She anſwer' d, ſhe 
had - been fain to open her Child's 
| mouth with a Tap to give it victuals. 

The deponent added, That the Fits of 
her Daughters were ſuch, that they. could 
not preſerve either, Life or breath, with- 
out the help of a tap; and that the Chil- 
dren cryed out of Amy Duny, and Roſe 
Cullender, as afflicting them with their Ap- 
paritions. 5 OY + 


4. The fits of the Children were vari- 
ous. They would ſometimes be Lame 
on one ſide, ſometimes on t'other, ſome- 
times very ſore ; . ſometimes reſtored unto 
their limbs, and then deaf, or blind, or 
dumb, for a long while together. Upon 
the recovery of their ſpeech, they would 
© cough extremely; and with much phlegm 

they would bring up crooked pins; and 
one time a two penny nail, with a very 
broad head, Conn * the 2 
every Fit, they would calt up a Fin. 

J Fit, 7 5 When 
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When the Chilcren read, they could ne: 
prongunc: the name of Led or Jeſus, 
or Chriſt ; but would fall jnio fits, and 
jar Amy D-ay, ſays, I muſt not uſe iha: 
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Name. When they came to the Name of 
Saten, or Dedil, they would clap their fe- 
gers on the book, crying out, This vile: 
but it makes me ſpeak right well ! The 
Children in their fits would often cry out, 
dere francs Amy Dany, or Role Cullender; 
And they would aftrrwars relate, That 
meſe witcnes appraring b. fore them threat 
ned them, that if they told what they fav 
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or heard, they would torment them ten 
times more than they ever did before. 


Pacy , teſtified unto the like Sufferings be- 


ing upon the children, at her houſe, whi- | 


| ther her brother had removed them. And 
| that ſometimes the Children (only) would 
ee things like mice run about the houſe; 
| and one of them ſuddenly ſnap'd one with 
| 


\ where it ſkreeched out like a rat; At 
another time, a thirg like a bee, flew ar 
ue face of the younger Child; the Child 
ell inco a fir, and at laſt vomittd up a 
Too Penny Nail, with: a broad Head; 

| | affirming-that the bee brought the Nail, 
and forced it into her month. The Chila 


yes, which brought crooked» pins rite 

her, and made ner firſt [wallow them, ad 
of then vomit them. She one day caught an 
-. iviſible mouſe, and throwing it into the 
fre, it flaſh d! like to gun- powder; none 
be; beſide the Child ſaw the Mouſe; bur 
ut, erery one ſaw. the flaſn. She alſo declared 
er; out of her ſits, That in them, Any. Duny 


nat much tempted her to. defiroy hep! WEE" 
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. Margaret Arnold, the Siſter of Mr 


the tongs, and threw it into the Fire, 


j would in like manner be aſſaulted With 
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As for Suſan Chandler, her Mother 
reſtificd, That being at the ſearch of Roſe 
Cullenger, thcy found on her belly, a thing 
Ike a rear, of an inch long; which the 
:taid Roſe aſcribed to a ſtrain; but near 
cher privy-parts, they found three more, 
«that were ſmaller than the former. At 
the end of the longer teat, there was a 
little hole, which appeared as if newly 
ſacked z and upon ſtraining it, a white 
milky matter iſſued out, the deponent 
further ſaid, That her daughter being one 
Day concerned at Roſe Cullender*s taking 
her by the hind, ſhe fell very ſick, and at 
Night cry*d out, That Roſe Calender wou d 
come to bed unto her. Her fits grew vio- 
Jent, and in the intervals of them, ſhe de- 
clared, That ſhe faw Roſe Cullender in 
them, and one having a great Dog with 
her; She alſo vomitted up crooked pins; 
and when ſhe was brought into court ſhe 
fell into her fits, ſhe recovered herſel 
in ſome time; and was asked by the 
Court, Whether ſhe was in a condition 
to take an oath and give evidence? Shel 
faid ſhe could; but having” been Sworn, 
the fell into her fits . again, and Bur 
ber # Burn ber! Were all the words thi 
the could obtain power to ſpeak. 3 

athe 
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father lilcewiſe gave the ſame teſtimonyx 
with her mother; as to all but the Search. . 


— . 8 8 
—— 2 
5 reel 
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7, However, to ſtrengthen the Credit of 
what had been already produced againſt 
the priſoners, one John Soam teſtified, that 
bringing home his hay in three carts, one of 
the carts wrenched the window of Roſe Cul- 
liader*s houſe, whereupon ſhe flew our with 
violent threatenings againſt the deponenent, 
The other two Carts paſſed by twice 
loaded that day afterwards ; but the Cart 
which. touched Cullender's houſe, was twice 


2 
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it, as they brought it through the gate 


ſtuck fo fait in the gate's- head, that they 
could not poſſibly get through, but were 
forced to cut down the poſt of the gate, 
to make the cart paſs through; although 
tazy could not perceive that the cart dd 
of either fide touch the gate- poſt; They 
afterwards did, with much Difficulty get 
it home to the Yard; but could not for 
their lives get the Cart near the place, 
where they ſhould «nload, they were fain 
to unload at a great diſtance ; aad when 
they were tired, the noſes of them that 
came to aſſiſt them, would burſt forth a 
bieeding : So they were fain to give over 
drill next morning, and then they unloaded 
without Ran difficulty. | | 


the axle-tree of the Cart happening in 
palling, to break ſome part of Roſe Cuilen- 
- &&r's houſe ; in her anger at it, ſhe vehe- 
mentty ene him his horfcs ſhouid 
ſoffer for it; and within a ſhort time, all 
his faur hories Eyed : After which he fu- 
maine many other Loſſes in the ſudden 
dying of his cattle. He was alſo taken 
Faith a laemneſs in his limbs; and fo 
EY et vex'd 

| 
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or thrice over turned. Having again loaded 


which leads out of the field, the cart 


8. Robert Sherringbam allo teſtified, That 
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vex' d with les of an extraordinary Numb. 
er and bigneſe, that no art could inet 
the ſwarming of the nn till he bir 10 
luits of apparcl, 


9. As for Amy Dam, twas teſtified by 
one Richard Breener, that he had heard i 
ſay, The devil would not let her reſt, 
untill ſhe was revenged on the Wife of 
Cornelius Sandfevel. And that Sandſewel teſ- 


"tified, That = eee died ſuddenly, up- 
en Amy Dum 's 


hreatening of them; and 
that her»huſband's chimney ſell, quickly 


alter Duny had ſpoken of ſach a diſaſter, 


and a” firkin of fiſh could not be kept 
from falling into the water, upon ſuſpicioas 


words of Duny's. 


10. The judge told the jury, they were 


do enquire now; Firſt, Whether theſe Y 


Children were bewitched ? And, Secont!y WM 
Whether the Priſoners at the. Bar were Ml 
guilty of it? He made no doubt, there if 
were ſuch creatures as witches; for the 
Scriptures affirmed it: And the Wiſdom MM 


of all Nations had provide ed Laws a ; 


gainſt ſuch perſons, Be prayed the God BY 


of heaven to direct their hearts in the BY 


weighty thing they had in mand-: For BY 


to condemn the innocent and let the Guil- 
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ty 10 2? . were an abominbrion 10 ihe 
Lord. w 


The jury in half an. 3 brought them 


in guilty, upon their ſeveral indictments, 
which were nineteen in number. 


The next morning the children with 
their parents. came to the lodgings of the 
Lord Chief Juſtice, and were in as good 
health as ever in their lives; being re- 


ſtored within half an hour after the Wit- | 


ches were convicted. 
The witches were executed; and con- 


feſſed nothing: Which, indeed, will not 


be wondered at by chetn wao confider, and 
entertain the Judgement of a judicious 
writer, that the unpardonable fin is moſt 


uſually committed by profeſſors of the 
| Pfefſtian religion, falling into Witchcraft. 


4 


— 
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CHAP. IV. 


An houſe haunted about thirty years ago, or. 
more, at or near Bow, no: far from Lon- 
don, and ftrangely . diſturbed iy Dæmons 
and Witches. 


A Certain gentleman, . about 30 Tears 
ago, or more, being to travel from 
. into Eſſex, and to paſs through 
Bot; at the requeſt of a: friend, he call'd 
at a hols there, which began then to 
be a little diſquieted. But not any thing 
much remarkable yet; unleſs a young girl 
who was plucked by the thigh by a cold 
hand. in her bed, who died within a few 
Days after... 

Some few weeks after this, his Occa- 
lions calling him back, he - paſſed by the 


lame houſe, again, bur: had no deſign to 1 


give them a new. viſit, he having done 
that long before; But it happening that 
the Woman of the Hauſe ſtood at the 
Door, he thought himſelf engaged to 


ride to her and ask how ſhe did? To whom i 
ſhe anſwered with a ſorrowful Countenance, .. uM 


That though ſhe was in tolerable Health, 1 
vet things went very ein with them, their 
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houſe being extreamly haunted, eſpecially 


above llairs, ſo that they were forced to 


kecp in the low rooms, there were ſuch 
flip ging of things up and down, of ſtones 
and Bricks through the Windows, and 


puttiag all in Diforder. But he could 
ſcarce forbear Laughing at her, gioing ſo 
little credit to ſuch ſtories himſelf, and 


Aa 


thought it was the wick only of ſome un. 
nappy wags to make ſport themſelves, and 
trouble their neighbours, 

Well ſays ſhe, If you will but ſtay _ 
you may chante ts ſee ſomething with 
OWN eyes. And indeed, he had not ave 
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any conſiderable time with her in the ſtfect 
but a window in the upper room opened 
of itſelf (kor they of the family took it 
for granted no Body was above Itairs 


and out comes a plece of an old whee! 


through it. Whereupon it preſently clapt 


too again. A little while alter, it ſuddeply 


flew open again, and. out came à Brick- 
bat, which inflamed'the gentleman With a 
more eager deſire to fee what the matter 
was, and to diſcover the knavery; and 
therefore he boldly reſolved if any one 
would go up with Eu he would go into 
the chamber; but none preſent durſt accom- 
pany him. Let the g gentleman” s deſite ot 
diſcovering the cheat, made him adventure 
by himſelt alone into that oom. In which 
when he came, he ſaw the b<dſtaves, and 


all the furniture rudely ſcattered on the | 
goor; but upon ſearch found (ns molia Nh 


in the Room, 


Well! He ſtays: there a. while to try 


concluſions; anon, a bedſtaff begins o | 


move, and turn itlelf round a good while J ; 
together upon it's toe, and at laſt fairly if 


to Jay itſelf down again. The curious 


ſpectator, hen he had obſcrved it to lye 


fill a while, ſteps aut to it, views it, 


whether any ſmall firing or hair were 
ed 10. it, or whether there were any Bl 
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abundantly aſſured, that it was not meer 


with the family 


the other ſide of the room, and break 
itſelf againſt the wall; 


bo Wye billory of witches. 


hole or button to faſten any ſuch ſtring 
to, or any hole or ſtring in the ceiling 


: Aer ; bur after ſearch, he found not the 


leaſt ſuſpicion of any ſuch thing. | 

He retires to the window again; and 
oblepves a little longer what may fall out, 
Anon, another bedſtaff ariſes off from the 
ground of it's own accord higher into the 


nir, and ſeems to make towards him; he 


now begins to think there was ſomething 
more than ordinary ip the buſineſs, and 
makes preſently to the Door with all 
ſpeed; and for better Caution, ſhut it 
after him, which was preſently opened 


again; and ſuch a clatter of chairs, and 


Stools and Candleſticks, and bed-ſtaves, 
ſent after him down ſtairs, as if they 
had intended to have maimed him; but 
their motion was ſe modexated, that he re- 
ceived no harm, but by this time he was 


Womaniſh Fear or Superſtition that fo 
affrighted the miſtreſs of the houſe, and 
while in a low Room, he was talking 
about theſe things, he 
faw a Tobacco-pipe riſe from a Side 
table, no body being nigh, and fly to 


for his further con- 
, that it was | neſther the War 
— 2 
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of wags, nor the fancy of a woman, but 
the mad frolicks of witches and Dæmon's. 
Which they of the houſe being fully per- 
ſuaded of, realted a bed-ſtaff ; upon which 
an old woman, a ſuſpected witch, came 
to the houſe, and was apprehended, but 
elcaped the law. But the houſe was after 
ſo ill haunted in all the rooms, upper and 
lower, that the houſe wg empty Fa: 4 A 
long time after. 
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' 4' beuſs haunted of one Mr. Walter May. 
nick, of the Pariſh of Blethvaugh, in ile 
Connty of Radnor. . 


Very conſiderable ſtory is this, and 
& ſufficiently circumſtanced for time 
and place, ſaving that the country is not 
named; the reaſon whereof, I conceive 
to be, that it was in the very country in 
which Mr. Glenu lived, to whom the 
information was ſent, namely in Sommer ſet- 
_ ſire. And there are Burton's more than 
one there, and ako Leigb's, but this Bur- 
bn is determined by the ſpace of ſome- 
Tuns. more than a mile and a. half's di 
 Tance from Leigb's; fo that the typogra. 
Phical account is ſufficiently exact. And 
the manner of the narrative is ſo ſimple, 
plain and rural, that it prevents all ſuſpi- 
cion of fraud or impoſture- in the rejator. 
Fhe tranſporting of things out of on 
room into another ; and ſtriking and-tte 
like, by inviſible Agents, minds mz 
Mr, Zloyd's ſtory, as lis called'in Mr. Glan. 


il? 
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tent from a Perſon of quality and inte- 


grity ia thoſe parts. It is of an houte 
haunted of one Walter Mayrick, of the 
Pariſh of Plelbvaugb, in the County of 


Radnor, ſome Two and Twenty Years 
ago. Where, beſides ſtrange kind of tun- 
able whiltlings in the rooms, where none 
was ſeen to whiſtle; there were Stones 
flung down out of a loft, of a great weight, 


the doors faſtened or barred againſt them 


on the inſide, when returned from the 


church, no body being within; and at 


prayers at home, when ſome of the Wo- 
men out of fear, held one another by the 


arms, ſome inviſible power would pluck | 
alunder their arms, whether they would » W 
or no. By ſuch an inviſible force, one as 
he was fitting at ſupper, was ſtruck flat 


to the Ground, and a Trencher ſtruck 


out of the maid's hand that waited, and 


a ſmart box on the ear given to another; 


no viſible thing being near that did it. c 
A purſe loſt with two gold rings, and if 
fix and four pence in it the party com- 


plaining thereof, the purſe dropt down 


from the top of the Room, which had Ill 
no Room over it, and only Four-Pence I 
in it; That men were ſtruck down with 


ſtones, 
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oiPs papers, whom in a letter he tells 
he may rely upon it for truth, as being 
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Stones, and yet had no great hurt; Shews 


plainly they were not flung but carried. 


but there was one beaten with two ſtaves 
black and blue; but none to be ſcen that 


thus belaboured him, though in the day. 


We paſs by the frying pan, beaten with 


a little piece of iron, and tinkling over 
a man's head in the night, to his being 
ſtruck down with a ſtick- by day, while 


he tended the gooſe roaſting, which that 
inviſible ſtriker ſeemed to have a Plot 


upon; as alſo by his knocking a pick axe 
againſt the lid of a coffer, to have a de- 
fign upon a bag of money. Theſe, and 


the like Feats,. that Narrative relates, 


which Mr. Glanvil calls Mr. Dloyd*s Sto- 
ry ; who affures him, he may rely on the 
| truth chereof; he procuring it from a 

\ Juſtice of peace, who took- the parties 
teſtimonies that dwelt in the houſe, or 


upon occaſion were preſent there, and were. 


_ eye-witn:flſes of the ſtrange. pranks. that 
were played in the place. 


rey 
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- Heſe confeflions and depoſitions are . 
8 tranſcribed out of the Copy in the 


le Name Scotiiſd dialect that I found them ;. 
at and ſeveral words there are which J pro- 
ot 6 I underſtand not, as thoſe for Exam- 
xe ple concerning the Black Man's voice, that 
e- Wit was Hough and Goufte : But if the voice 
1d Nor this black man, be like that of his who 
s, Nappeared to the witches whom Mr. Hunt 
o- examined, they may ſigniſie a big and low 
he voice. „„ 

a There is another Scottiſb tryal of wit- 
es ches amongſt Mr. Glauvil's Papers, with 


or the ſame general ſubſcription. that this has, 


re viz. Robert Martin, Clarke to the Juſtice 
at Nourt. But that is of too old a date, 
it being in the year 1590, to comply with 
the title of our ſtories z but it being a 
true copy of record ſo authentick, though 
not ſo freſh, it may happily not be amis 
briefy to name ſome Effects, Kinds or 

circumſtances of witchcraft therein men- 
noned; ſuch as have not occured in the 
loregoing ſtories; as giving and taking a- 


Way Power from ſundry Men's genital- 
Members 
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members, for which Fennet Clarke wy, 


accul-d. 

That which is obſcrvable in Fohn Fene 
is, That the Devil appeared to him ni 
in black, but in white rayment; but pro- 


poſed as helliſh a Covenant to him as 


thoſe fiends that appear in black; as al. 
ſo lying dead two or three hours, and in 
ſpirit tame (as the phraſe in the record 1s) 
his being carried or tranſported to mary 


mountains, and as he thought, throught! 
the world, according to his own dip 
ſitions, his hearing the Devil preach 1 | 

2 | 1 


. 


King's paſſige into Denmark, by caſting a 

cat into the Sea, which the Devil delive- 
red to them, and taught them to cry, 
Hala, when they caſt it in. His raiſing « 
. ory 
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kirk in the pulpit, in the night by candle- 
light, the candle burning blue. That in 
1 conventicle cf Witches, whoſe Names 
are ſpecified in the Record, he with the 
reſt at parting, kiſlzd the Devils breech, 
the record ſpeaks more broadly, his ſkim- 
ming upon the ſea in a boat with thoſe of 
his gang, and his foretelling the cook in 
the queen's ſhip, by the help ef the De- 


vil. His raiſing winds with the reſt at the 
- / 
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by getting Satan to caſt a thing like: x 


miſt at the king's return from Denmarj, 


foot-ball (it appeared to Fohbn like a wiſp) 
into the Sea, which made a Vapour or 
wreck to ariſe, whereby the King's Ma. 
zeſty might be caſt upon the coaſt of Ex. 
gland. His hearing the devil again preach 
in a pulpit in black, who after pointed 
them to graves, to open and diſmember 
the corps therein; which done, immedi. 
ately, they were tranſported without words 
His opening locks by ſorcery, as one by 
mere blowing into a woman's hand while 
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he fat by the fire, his raiſing four Car 
dles on the heigth of an horſe, and anc 
ther on the top of the ſtaff of the rid 
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„in the night, that he made it as light as 
day: And how the man fell down dead 
p) Na the entering within his houſe, at his re- 
or Hern home; his embarquing in a boat, 
E. Nvith other witches, and ſailing over ſea, 
and entering within a ſip, and drinking 
good wine and ale there, and ſinking the 
ſhip when they had done, with the per- 
vr ſons in it. His kiſſing Satan's breech a- 
Ui. pain after another conventicle; his being 
cd wòiftly carried above in the chaling of a 
by cat, to catch her to caſt her into the ſea 
nile o raiſe winds, according td the preſcrip- 
tion of Satan; his pretending to tell any 
man how long he ſhould live, if he told 
him but the day he was born. 5 15 


There are alſo ſeveral things in Jenes 
Smpſon's Witchcraft; ſuch as there ſcarce 
occur the like in the foregoing ſtories, 


of Will Black was an elf ſhot ; her healing 
allo of them by forcery, and fore-telling 
the party whether he ſhould live or Cle, 
and others how long they ſhould hve ; her 
[taking the fick parties pains and ſickneis 
upon herſelf for a time, and then to ſla- 
ding to a third perſon; her uſe of long 
ſeriptural prayers and rhymes, containing 
the main points of chriſtianity z ſo that ſhe 
may ſeem to have been not ſo much a 
4 ny. * 
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As her ſkill in difeaſes. That the ſickneſs 1 
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white witch, as an holy woman. And yet 
it is upon record, that ſhe made a cove. ſvitc 
nant with the Devil in the ſhape of aer 
man, and in ſuch a like helliſh manner as o. NI 
ther witches do. But when ſhe fought Wc! 
for anfwers from the Devil upon any occa. Wi": ! 
ſion. He appeared to her in the ſhape 
of a Dog; but the Formula of her diſmil. 


bi 2 


bing of him, was the charging him to de- 
part out of che Land he hives on, as ſhe did 


: when ſhe diſmiſſed him after her conſulting Hof 
him about the old Lady Eamonſtoné's fick- WW 34 


neis; but her invorzation was, Elva, Cone 
und [peak ta me: Who eame in the likene!s 
4 : : 1 © ; 1435 a I B — 4 1 «pf 
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er a dog, her failing with her fellow 
e. Nyitches in a boat, where the Devil cauſed 
Der to drink gorl wine; ſhe neither lee- 
9g mariners, nor the mariners her; but 
ter all, the devil railed a wind whereby 


Wi: ſhip periſhed. 


Her baptizing and uſing other ceremo- 
ies upon a cat, with other witches, to hin- 


er the Queen's coming into Scotland; her 
' Wrifing of a Spirit to corjure a Picture 
of wax, for the deſtroying of Mr. Joan 
Maſcrope. 1 2 


9 a x 898 


Hither- 
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Hitherto I have brought but fmall ſhred 
out of this ancient record, but I will con. 4 
clude with a full paragraph, it containin - 
the confeſſion of Agnes Sympſon, to King 
N then the King of the Scots; udich 
is this: | 
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em, Tryed and convicted for-ſameck! 

as ſhe confeſſed before his Majeſty, That « 
the Devil in man's likeneſs, met her, go- . 
ing out in the fields, from her own home 35 


at Reiſh, between five and ſix at Even, be- 
ing alone, and commanded her to be at 


: | North- Berwick Kirk, the next night, and 


1 
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Uſe poſt them on horſeback, conveyed by 
Aber good ton called John Couper; and light- 
td ac the kirk-yard, or a little before 
ihe came to it, about the eleventh Hour in 
cle evening, they danced along the kirk- 
yard, Gelce Duncan played to them on a 
trumpet, Jobn Ficn muſſcled led-all the reſt. 
The ſaid Agnes, and her Daughter, fol- 
hwed next. B-uſides, there were Kate Gr ey, 
Gorge Moli's wife; Robert Grierſon, Ka- 
therive Duncau, Beſſie Rigbt, zabella Gilmore, 
Tobn G raymail, Duncan Buchanan, T Ho- 
nas Barnbill and his Wife, Gilleri Aacgil, 
Jon Macgil, Katherine Macgil, with the 
ſreſt of their accomplices, above a hundred 
perſons; whereof there were fix men, and 
iche ret Women. The Women made 
feſt their Homage, and then the Men. 
The men were turned nine times win- 
der ſhins about; and the woman fix times; 
ſobn Fien blew up the doors, and blew 
u the Lights, which were likes mick!s 
black candles flicking round about the 
pulpit; tlie Devil ſtarted up himſelf in 
the Pulpit, like a mickle black Man, 
ind every one anſxer'd, Here. Mr. Ro- 
bert Grierſon being named, ran all hur- 
dy, hurdy, and were angry; for it was 
promiſed he ſhould be called Robert the 
Compi oller, alias Rob the Rower, for 
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expriming of his name. The firſt thin 
he demanded was, If they kept all pro 
miſes, and had been good ſervants, an; 
what they hed done ſince the laſt Tim 
they had convented ? At his Command 


they opened up their graves ; Two with 


in, and one without the kirk, and took of 
the joints of their fingers, Toes anc 
Noſe, and parted them amongſt them 
ſelves : And the ſaid Agnes Sympſon po 
tor her part a winding ſheet, and tw 
joints; the Devil commanded them tt 
keep the joints upon them while the 
were dry, and then to make a powder 


'thern to do evil withal; Then he com! 
mandeth them to keep his command 


ments, which were to do all the evi 


they could; before they departed the 
kiſs'd his breech ; the record. (peaks mor, 
broad, as noted before. He had on h. 
-one gown and one hat, which were bot 
black; and they that were aſſembled, pa 


Reed and part pale; Fohn Nien was eye 
neareſt the Devil at his elbow z Graym 


keeped the door. 


I have retained the Scotch Dialect here 


alſo for the more authentickneſs of t. 


matter, and have adjoyned the large pat: 


graph; the confeſſion therein containe 


being in all probability a more ſpecial $ 
| | Call 
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I with it, its Own excuſe. 
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caſion of King James his changing his opi- 
nion touching the exiſtence of witches, 
which he was, as is reported, inclinable 
to think to be but a meer conceit before, 


for he was then but young, not paſſing five 
or fix and twenty years of age, when 


this examination was heard before him; 
and part of the third book of his Dæmono- 
Ny, ſeems to be a tranſcript of this very 
confeſſion. Wherefore this being ſo con- 
lderable an occurence touching a Bu- 
ſineſs of ſuch moment, the bringing in 
here ſo old a ſtory amongſt thoſe of 
freſher memory, will I hope, bring along 
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Hb the Devil appeared in the Shape of ; 
Mermaid, toa man on a Shipwreck on i 
S ca, eing caſt away in a ſtorm. | 14 
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"TWO Ships were bound for Newfoun: 
1 Lana, from the Welt of England, bu 
by ſtreſs of weather were parted. Some fe 
days after, one of the ſhips in fair We 
ther, ſprung a leak and foundered in ti 
ea; where every iel neriſh*c. except 008 
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gl man; who having laſh'd pienſelf on 
lie main-hatch, committed himſelf to the 
mercy of God and the fea ; Where he floai- 
ed three days and three nights; in which 
Time about the middle of the ſecond day, 
the Gevil in the ſhape of a mermaid, ſtart- 
d up before him, and bid him be of good 
heart 3 for if he would but make à con- 
rack with him, he would promife to deli- 
rer him in twenty four hours: The old 
man being ſenſible it was the devil, look - 
ng him in the face, faid, Ab! Satan if thou 
conf openly: been for me, I know 

Cod, in am 1 truſt; will deliver me 


ll i:hout ty 4 ; but however know, I 


will not comply to ihy wies: Therefore a- 


void me Satan, avoid. Upon which, he im- 


mediately vaniſhed, and appeared no more 


Jo lim. It happened that the other ſhip be- 


ing at the ſame time in the ſame lazi- 
ade and danger, the cabbin boy dreamed 
that night that ſuch a ſhip was caſt a- 
way thcreabouts, and all the men loſt, ex- 
cept the old , man (which he named) who 
was ſaved upon a piece of the ip; and. 
floating on the fea : Which dream the boy 


in the morning confidently tells to his Ma- 


ſter and the Company, affirming, that 
it muſt needs be true, and was ſo impa- 
nent, that he received ſome checks from 

E h 


78 The hiſtory of 4oitches. 
his maſter, yet he continued reſtleſs, run- 
ning up ſometmies to the fore-top-maſt- 
head, and then to the main top-maſlt head, 
looking abroad; and at laſt cried out, a 
Jjoud, Alow there! I ſee bim, I ſee bim un- 
der our Lee-bow : He thus confidently af- Ho: 
firming it, ſome of the men ſtept up, and I} / 
eſpy'd ſomething at a diſtance. no bigger 
than a crow in appearance, floating, and 
adviſed the maſter thereof, who preſently 
commanded the helm to be born up, and 
ſtood away to it, and when they game 
near, found it to be the old Man, as the 
boy had ſaid; and hoiſting out their boat, 
they took him in, who was then ſpeechleſs, 
and almoſt ſpent, but by the care of the 
maſter and chirurgeon, he with God's 
bleſſing recovered, and gave the account 
of his misfortune, and wonderful delive- 
rence by word of mouth, -and the Ship 
wherein he was, fafely landed him ate 
in Newfoundiand. 
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How feveral Children going to gather Cow- 
flips in the fields, light of @ witch, whom. 
they throwed ſtones at, ſo that ſhe betwitched 
one of the girls with part of ihe. ſtone, by 
voigding of them in ber water. 


A Bout the month of April 1652, Mary 
the daughter of Ellins, of the Bo- 


rough of Everſbam, in the county of Ner- 


ceſter, gardener; then about nine or ten 
years old, went into the fields on Satur- 
"aA © day. 
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turday, with ſome other children, to gather 
cowſlips; and finding in a ditch by the 
way fide, at the Town's end, one Ka. 
 therine Huxley, a ſingle Woman, aged then 


about forty years (as iS ſuppoſed eaſing 


nature) the Children call'd her Witch, 
and took up ſtones to throw at her, the 
jaid Mary allo called her witch, and took 
up a ſtone; but was fo affrighted that ſhe 
could not throw it at her; then they ran 
away from her; and the ſaid Mary being 
hind-moſt, this Huxley ſaid to her, Elhns, 
Zea ſhall have flones enough in your | 
Whereupon. Mary fell that day very ill, 
and continued fo weak and languiſhing, 


WM that her friends feared ſhe would not re— 


cover; but about a month after, ſhe began 
to void ſtones by the urinary Paſſages, 
and ſome little urine came away from her; 
alſo when ſhe voided any ſtone, and the 
ſtone ſhe voided, was heard by thoſe that 
were by her, to drop into the pot oi bafon, 
and ſhe had moſt grievous pains in her 
back and reins, like the pricking of pins; 
ihe number of the ſtones ſhe voided was 
about eighty. Some plain pebbles, ſome 
Plain flints, ſome very ſmall, and fome a- 
bout an ounce weight; this, ſhe did for 
ſome ſpace (a month or two, Or, there- 
abouts) until upon ſome ſtrong 380 8 
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witchcrafr, the fore named Huxley was ap- 
prehended, Examined, and ſearched [at 
whoſe bed's-head there was found ſeveral 
ſtones, luch as the jaid Mary voided | & was 
ent to PVorceſter, where at the Summers 
aizes in the year 1052 then at hand 
She was then upon __Pref-cution of the 
friends of the ſaid Mary, condemned and 


executed: Upon whoſe apprenenbon and 
committment, Mary ceaſed to void ary more 
tones; but for a whi'e, voided much Black- 
ih and muddy fand, and alio in fort time 
perfectly recovercd, and is yet living in the 
town, in good and honeſt repute, aud hath 
been many, years 2 and hath haus 
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ſeven children but never voided an 
ſtones ſince, nor been troublea with the 
pain aforementioned ; abus dance of peo- 
ple yet living, know the ſubſtance of this 
to be true, and her mother in law (ſince 
dead) kept the ſtones till ſhe was ired 
with the frequent reſort of people to ſec 
them, and the ſaid Mary, and to hear the 
relation of the matter, and beg the ſtones, 
rand though many offered money for them 


pet ſhe always refuſed it; nor did they ever 


take any, but it coſt them much upon the 


| Girl, and the proſecution of the ſaid 


Huxley) and then ſhe buried them in her 
garden. Edward Ellins, the father of the 


laid Mary, is alſo yet living, and a man 
of honeſt repute, and utterly free (as 


alfo is the ſaid Mary, and all the reſt of her 
friends) from the leaſt ſuſpicion: of any 
Fraud or Cheat in the whole Buſineſs: 


This was known to hundreds of people 


in the ſaid towns and parts adjacent, and 
many of them living, are ready to at- 
ſt the truth of it, | 
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de [low H prieſts of Seventy Years old, being 
unclean with the Devil in the ſhape of a. 
ll omar, and afterwards were burnt" for 
the ſame. 12 1 


( Tal 


bl 


NE Ben, à Witch at Berne, a 
Prieſt of ſeventy Years old, ſaid 
that for forty years he had been unclean 
with the devil in the ſhape of a woman, and 
that unſeen ſhe was his companion, and 

5. nam'd her Monz, and fo he was burnt: FR 
7 And 
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And another prieſt of ſeventy years old 
confeſſed, That he had uſed venery with 
the devil in the ſhape of a woman fifty 
years: And ſo he was burnt. 

And, Anno 1753, November 14, in our 
Neighbourhood, the Dutchy of Brunſwick, Þ 7 
Stephen Rolen, before mentioned, confeſ- 
ſed, That he had been ſeven years un- 
clean with the Devil, whom he took for 
his miſs, named Ro[Bruchſe. £ 
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CHAP K 


e How ſeveral Gentiemen being in Comfany 
s With Dr. Faultus, deſired him to Deco them 
, ſome of his art, which he did, by convey- 
x ing a diſh of grapes on the Table, and 

every man thinking to. cut a tunch, had 
hold of his own noſe ready to cut off. 
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Here was within the memory of our 
Fathers, ſaith Camerarius, Fobn Fau- 
Aus of Cundligen, a gentleman; who had 
learned the black art at Cracoxia in Poland: 
He meeting one day at a Table with 
ſome who had heard much of his Ma- i 
gical tricks, was earneſtly entreated by the 
company to ſhew them ſome ſport ; and be- 
ing overcome in the end, by the impor- 
tunity of his pot-companions, who were. 
well armed in the head, promiſcd to ſhew i 
them whatſoever they would have, they 
with a general conſent, required him to 
bring into the place a vine laden with ripe Ml 
grapes, ready to be gathered; for they 
thought, becauſe it was in the month of 
December, Fauſius could not ſhew them that 
| which was not; yet he condeſcended to 
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them, ſaying, That immediately before. 


they ſti red from the table, they ſhould 
ſec the vine they deſired; but upon this 
condition, That they ſhould not peak a 
word, nor offer to rife from their places, 


but th.ud all tarry till he bid them cut 
the grap:s ; ard that wh ſo ver ſhould do 
otherwiſe, was in danger to loſe his Life: 
They having all promiſed to Ovey him, 


them, a goodly Vine; and upon the 
ſame ſo many bunches of ripe grapes, ex- 


Fauſtus ſo charmed the eyes of theſe drun- 
Ken revellers, that they ſaw as it ſcemed to 


traordinary 


drunken companions, thin ing he had a 
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traordinary fair, as there were men ſitting 
at the table, who being inflamed with ſuch 
rare daii.tys, and very dry with much 
drinking, every man takes his knife in 
his hand; looking when Fauſius would 
give the word, and bid them cur the clu- 
ſter : But he having held them a while in 
ſuſpence, about this vain piece of witch- 
craft, beho'd, all the vine, and the bun- 
ches of grapes, were in the turn of a hand 
quite vaniſhed away; and every of thele, 
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cluſter of grapes in his hand, ready to lop 
off, was ſeen to kold his noſe with one 
hand and the ſharp knife with the other, 
ready to cut it off. So that if any of them 
had forgot the conjurer's leſſon, and had 
been never ſo little too forward, inſtead of 
cutting a bunch of grapes he had waipt off 
his own noſe: This wicked wretch is re- 
ported to have led about him an evil ſpi- 
rit, in the likeneſs of a dog; and being at 
Wilienburgb, an order was ſent from the 
emperor to ſeize him; but by his magical 
delaphans, he made his eſcape: and after- 
ward being at Dinner at Nuremburgh,. he 
was ſecretly ſenſible by an extraordinary 
ſweat which came upon him, that he was 
beſet, whereupon he ſuddenly paid his reck- 
oning, and went away, but was hardly m 
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of the city walls, e'er the ſerjeants and 
other officers came to apprehend him; yer 
Divine Vengeance followed him 3 For 
coniing” into an inn, in a villige of the 
Duke dom of Mittenburgb, he lat very ſad, 
and the hoſt demanding the cauſe thereof, 
He anſwered, That he would not have 
him affirichted, if he heard a great Noite 
and ſhaking of the Houle hat Night, 
which happened according to his Predicti- 
ons; for in the moriing, he was found dead 
by his bedſide, with his neck wrung or- 
bind him, and the houſe wnerein he lay 


was beaten down to the ground. 
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H;w by wat lights as Candles and Flaſh 


er, commonly called dead men's C. 2 
in Wales, which are the forte!ling of the 


Death of Perſons. 


OR your worth, hath purchaſed you 
that ſtile. With all due reſpects, you 
hall hereby underſtand that I am one, who 


incerely bleſſeth himſelf to have been much 


| difyed by you, as being confirmed in 


ome points, and informed in others, by a 
piece of your learned and judicious works 
termed by yourſelf, A ſupplement 5 which 


proved to. me a complement, and which 
was communicated to me by my worthy. 


friend and ſpecial encourager John L<wis, 
Eq. At whole requelt, I am to give you 


the beſt ſatisfaction J can, touching thoſe 


lery apparations 3 which does as it were 
mark out the way for corps to their Rei- 


meteria, and that ſotiietimes before th- parties 


emlelves fall ſick, and ſometimes in their 
lickneſs. Of thefe, I could never hear in 


England; they are cemmon in theſe three 


(OUnties, 
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countries, Cardian, Camarthen, and Pem- 
broke, and as I hear in ſome other parts of 


Wales. 


Theſe in cur language, we call Canwubllan 
Cyrth, 1. e, Corps Candles; and candles we 


call them, not that we do ſee any thing 


elſe beſides the light ; but becauſe that 


doth as much reſemble a material candle- 


light, as eggs do eggs, ſaving that in 


their journey, theſe candles be modo appar 


rantes, modo diſparents, eſpecially, when 
one comes near them. And if one comes 
on the Way againſt them, unto him, 
they vaniſh : But preſently appear behind: 
him; and hold on their courte, if it be a. 
little candle, pale or blueiſh, then follows | 


the corps either of an abortive or ſome 
infant; If a big one, then the corps of 


W - ſome one come to age: If there be ſeen 


two or three or more, ſome big, ſome 


ſmall, together; If two candles come from 
divers places, and to be ſeen to meet the 
corps with the like, if any of theſe cindles 


be ſeen to turn ſometimes a little out of 


the way, or Path that leadeth to the 


church, the following corps will be found 
to turn in that very place, for the avoid- 


ing of ſome dirty lane or plaſh, Sc. Now: 


let us fall to evidence. Being about the 


age 


ige 
at 

the 
the 
beh 
to | 
dar 
frie 
tha 
at } 
(lo 


ig! 


r 


Wa 


1 


7 he hiftory of »witches. 91 


— | 
if Ycge of fifteen, dwelling at Lamplar, late 
It night, ſome neighbours ſaw ſome of 
theſe candles, hovering up and down along 
n Ithe river bank, untill they were weary in 
e Ibeholding, at laſt they left it ſo, and went 
g o bed. A few weeks after, came a proper 
t damſel from Montgomeryſhire, to fee her 
- friends, who dwelt en the other fide of 
u that river, and thought to ford that river 
7+ Yi that very place, where the light was ſeen, 
n (ſome it's moſt like of thoſe that ſaw the 
s Wight) to adventure on the water; which 
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vas high, by reaſbn of a flood: She walk'd 
up and down along the river bank, even 
| where 
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where and even as the aforeſaid candle 


did, waiting for the falling of the water, 
which at laſt ſhe took, but too ſoon, for fe 
was drowned therein. 

Of late, my ſexton's wife, an aged, un- 
derſtanding woman, ſaw from her bed, a 
little blueiſin candle upon her table's end; 
within two or three days after, comes a 
fellow in, enquiring for her huſband, and 
taking ſomething from under his cloak, laid 
ic down directly upon the table's end, Where 
ſhe had ſeen the candle; and what. was it 
but a dead born child. Another time, ths 


ſame woman, ſaw ſuch another candle up- 
on the other end of the ſelf ſame Table; 


within a few days after, a weak child by 


mytclf newly chriſtened, was brought into | 


the ſcxton's houſe, where preſently he died; 
and when the ſextonꝰ 8 wife, who was then 
abroad, came home, ſhe found the Wo- 
man ſhrouding of the child on the othe 
end of the table, where ihe had teen the 
candle. ä 
On a time myſelf, and a kinſman coming 
from our ſchool in England, and being three 
or four hours benighted, &cr we could reach 
home; were firſt of all ſaluted by ſuch a 
lighe or candle, which coming from a 
boule, which we well knew, held his courſe 
but not directly, the High. way to the 


church 
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church: Shortly after, the eldeſt ſon in 


the houſe deccaſed, and ſteered the ſame 
courſe. Myſelf and my wife, in an even- 
ing, ſaw fuch a light, or candle, coming 


to the churca from her midwife's houſe; 
and within a month my wife did tell me 


a ſtory of her own Mother, Mrs. Catherine 
Phat, an eminent woman in the Town of 


Benley; that in an evening, being in her 


bed- chamber, ſhe ſaw two little lights juſt 
opon her belly, which ſhe aſſiyed to {trike 
off with her hand, but could ror ; within 
a while*they vaniſhed of themſ:ives. Not 


long after, ſhe was delivered of two dead 


born Children. Long fince there hup- 


pened the like in my own. houſe : but to 


a neighbour's wife, whom my wife did 
ſometimes call for to do fome Work or 


other, and (as I creditably heard with 1 


theſe three days) to ſome good Gentle wo- 
man alſo in this very pariſh; where allo 


not long ſince a neighbour's wife of mine, 


being great with Child, and coming in 


at her own dor, met two candies, a little 


and a big one: and witnin a litcle after, 


falling in labour, ſhe and her child both dy*d. 


Some thirty four or thirty five years ago, 
one Jane Wyat, my wife's filter, being nurle 
to Baronet Rudd's three eldeſt Children, 


and (the lady miſtreſs being deceaſed) _ 
lady 
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grate of coal fire therein, kindied to haſten 
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the drying up of the plaiſtering: That five 


they were wont: but (as it fell out) too 


Carmarthenſhire. 


f 
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Lady comptroller of that houſe, going late 
into a chamber, where the maid ſervants 


2 
lay, ſaw there no leſs then five of theſe , 


lights together. It happened a while after] 
the chamber being newly plaiſtered, and a 
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of the maid-ſervants went there to bed, as 


ſoon, for in the morning, they were all 
dead, being ſuffocated (I conceive) in their 
fleep, with the ſteams of the new-tempered 
lime and coal. This was at Langgatben in 


Some 


r 
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Some thirty three or thirty four Tears, 
ago, upon a Thurſday, coming towards 
home from Cardigan, where I had been en- 
'oyned to preach the ſeſſions ſermon: 
incipiento allquc erepuſculo, and as light as 
noon; and having as yer, nine long miles 
to ride, there ſeemed twice or thrice from 
behind me, on my right hand, and between 
my fhoulder and my hat, to fly a little 
whitiſh thing about the bigneſs of a Wal- 
hut, and that per inter valla, once in Seven- 
ty or eighty paces : At firſt, I took no no- 
tice of it, tninking it had been but the 
glimpſing of my little ruff; for ſuch then 
| wore, by degrees it waxed reddiſh, and 
as the night drew on, redder and redder 
at laſt, not Ignis Fatuus, (for that I partly 
knew) but Purus putus ignis, both for light 
and colour, At length I turned my horſe 


twice or thrice to ſee from whence and 


whether it would flaſh into my face; then 
nothing I could ſee ; but when I turned 
homewards, it flaſhed as before, until I 
come to a village called Llanriſted, where 
as yet I did not intend to lodge, though 


there were four lodgings, and one of them 


(ſave one) the next Houſe in my Way, 
which when I paſſed by cloſe, being juſt 

againſt the door, my fire did flaſh again 
upon or very near the threſhold, and _— 


96 The hiſtory of witches. 
I think it lodged : for I ſaw it no more, 
Home ſtill I would go, but thinking my. 
{-If, that I might tempt God, and meet a 
worſe companion than my former, I turq. 


. —_— — — L 
do — wary, *t Pr — - , —— 
— — ͤ ÜR? — es ws, — —— 4 
8 — — " 
” — —— —— — 
— — — — i _——— — ——_ 1 
— — —— — — - * 
6 —— . — — 
— — = 


2 


N — 
| # 
1 


8 * 
5 2 5 
— 2 . 2 *, P 1 
3 5 4 * 
: —— 4s mu 8 * * 
1 » . — 
= 7 . _ n E E » * 
* 1 
. Te 7 DW 
*, — 
* 
< W X 
3 + * 1 ht 4 ns tb od hp" * _ > $4” 
7 7; 5 


ed to the furtheſt Lodging in the Town, 


and there after a little reſt in a brown 


ſtudy, becauſe mine Hoſt was under- 
flanding Man; and Literate, and ſuch 
as could, and had but lately read his neck- 
' Verſe in pure Roman Language. | 
could not contain, but needs mutt tell him 
again the viſion ; he the next Day tells ſome 
going te the ſeſſions, they told others there; 
at lall, it came to the Judge's cars; inſo- 
much that the greateſt News, and Wonder 
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at the then aſſize was the preacher's viſion. 
To come at length unto the pith or Ker- 
nel [for I have been too long about the 
husk and ſhell) at that very ſeſſions, one 
Fobn William Lloyd, a gentleman, who 
.dwelt and whoſe Son yet dwells within a 
mile of Glaſterig, fell ſick, and in his com- 
ing homewards, was taken with ſuch a vio- 
lent paroxiim, that he could ride no fur- 
ther than the houſe where I left my fire to 
entertain him; and there he lighted and 
lodged and died about five days after, 

Ex abundanti, you ſhall underſtand that 
ſome Candles have been ſeen to come 
to my church within theſe three Weeks, 
and the corps not long after. Ha#enus de 

Candelis noſtris. ; | 1 

Another kind of apparition we have, 
which commonly we call Tau wee, or Tat- 
wed, becauſe it ſeemeth fiery; this ap- 

peareth to our ſeeming in the Lower re- 
Scion of the air, ſtraight and long, not 
cr-© much unlike a glave mours, or ſhorts di- 
ich} rectly and level (as who would ſay, I'll 
k- hit) but far more ſlowly then Stella Ca- 
I dentes, or Star that lightneth all the Air 
im and ground where it paſſeth, laſteth three 
me or four miles, and more for ought is known 
e becauſe no man ſeeth the riſing or begin- 
-Ing of it; when it falls to the ground it 
e i mw | ſpark» 
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ſparkleth and lightneth all about. Theſe 
before their deceaſe, do all fall upon free. 
holder's lands, and ſhall fcarce bury any 
{uch with us, be he a Lord of a Houle 
and garden; but you ſhall find ſome one 
at this burial, at leaſtwiſe in his neigh- 
" bourhood, that hath ſeen this fire to fall 
on ſome part of his lands; two of theſe 
at ſeveral times I have ſeen myſelf, ſince 
] ſtudied meteors, and ſince J was a mini- 
ſter, and narrowly obſerved, even till they 
were in the clouds and began to fall; but the 
interpoſition of grounds, marred the Con- 
cluſion; for where and how they I ſaw 


not, but where 1 did gueſs, they fell; 


There died in the one place, an aged Gen- 
tleman, in the other, a Free-holder too, 
itho* of a meaner rank, To come nearer 
home; My mother*s firſt Husband (but 


my father married her a widow ) walk- 


ing about his Ground, ſaw one of theſe 
-darts or pillows, aloft, which fell down 
hard by him, ſhone far, and ſparkling round 
about his body; he took it for a warning 
piece, made his will; and having lived in 
gocd health, ſome four or five months af- 
ter died. . . | 

A little before the Deceaſe of mine 
own father, aged Ninety-Six, a Son-in 


— — 
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Law of his, who dwelled two Miles off 
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but upon highei greund, ſaw ſuch a no- 


ther fall in a cloſe, behind the old Man's 
houſe, which gave ſuch a light, 
it, he did clearly ſee the houſe, the hedges, 


1nd the oaks in the woods adjoining. 


Sir, ſo many of theſe evidences, as I faw 


not myſelf, I received from underſtanding 
and creditable perions, and ſuch” as would 
not lie, no, not for a benefice ; and your- 
elf may receive the fame from me, as 
rom one that was never too credulous, 
rothing ſuperſtitious, and as little Cerc- 
monious. Theſe ſecrets J dare not father 
oa Satan; I would not honour him fo 


nuch; fo cli as to aſcribe to him the 


knowledge of contingent futurities; I pre- 


ume that of himſelf, he cannot certainly 


ell whether, or when a healthy man ſhall 


icken, nor when he ſhall die of his fick- 
refs : Nor whether he ſhall die by fickneſs, 
or by fire or water, Sc. nor, in an open 
country eſpecially, which way of two, 


iree or more the corps ſhall be brought 
to church; whether it ſhall meet another 
orps in the way? Whether it ſhall paſs 
river by the ford or bridge; how many 
lops, turnings and Windings it ſhall 


ike? Satan can have no certain fore- 
nowledge of all ſuch circumſtances, and 


ore, by this candle-maker and director 
| F 2 of 


that by 
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them too forſees, and foreknows them all 


and therefore muſt needs be the Creator; 
who, as according to the good pleaſure of 
his will he hath determined, and allotted 
to ſeveral nations, their ſeveral Habita- 
tions, Diſpoſitions and Condition, even fo 
as I ſuppoſe, hath he vouchſated to each 


of them, ſome peculiar ſigns and To- 


kens, if none to ſome, which I cannot be- 
heve, and if to ſome more, and more won- 
derſul than to other ſome; for my part, 
I can give no other reaſon for it, but his 
Will. This with my hearty - prayers for 
yourſelf, your pious and learned brethren 
of the aſſociation. VE 
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How a boy of Bilſon was Diſcovered, by 
being e and ew to ſqueeze ink into: 
bis water. 
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Bout the Year 1617, A boy at Bilſon 
3 to School, met a pedlar with 
a + pac on his back; which pedlar with 
many enticing words: perſuaded him to 
go to one Mr. Gefford's houſe, aſſuring him. 
or: good entertainment: Upon which, the 
3 bov 
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Boy went with him thither; where he 
found four Romiſh prieſts, who gave him 
money and many fair words, promiſing 
him greater matters, if he would be con. 
formable to theic inſtructions; which he 
Promiſing to do, they were three days 
tutouring him to perſonate tricks, as if 
he were bewirched. Which he afterwards 
coming home to his father, acted foto ++ 
the life, as it was publickly thought he I] +; 
was bewitched, and really poſſeſſed of a 
devil. 
The fame thereof being much bruiſed g 
abroad, thoſe prieſts his inſtructors came 
to diſpoſſoſs . but he found ſo much t 
eaſe and profit by that kind of life, ha-WW 
ving money given him by moſt Specta- 
tors, that he would not be diſenchan- r 
td by them, do what they could, both | , 
beating, pinching, and uſing him very | , 
: 


ſeverely: So that the deceivers were de- 
ceived themſelves, in thinkirg to have 
their religion confirmed by ſfucn a Won- 
derful miracle, as driving the Devil out 


of a boy, whom ad had theralelves ok 
ſeſſed with, | 5 


. 


Now this boy, to act his roguries - the 
better, pretended to be bewitched by an 
old woman, that lived not far from his 
father's: And ſo cause AC. he! FEY 


de 


* — jo - = * 
9 2 in of 
ys 2 » 
A - 


The hytory of witches 163. 

the ſame, by his fits and other feigned de- 
vices, that the woman was ſent to Stafford 

Goal, there trycd and condemned, and in all 
Iikelihood might have been executed, had 
not Dr. Mor lor, Biſhop of that Dioceſs, 
SY been happily preſent at that time; who 
t nmaſtrutting ſome Popiſh prieſis had beet 
dae e 8 their cxoręeiſms co undevil 
) 


the boy, for affecting Or th-:r os 

tricks; he he refore belough: the Judge 
d reprieve the. old woman til! DE next 

aſſizes, and he in the mean tims would 
| take the boy home with him, and have him 
| firictly looked to ; and doubted not before 
chat time, to End out the botcom of thot 
ſecret contrivance. 

The judge aſſented to this reaſonable 
requeſt 3 and ſo the boy was carried to Fe- 
cleſtiall Caſtle, the biſhop's houſe, where his 
grace, hy the help of his ſervants, took a 
great deal of pains, both by fair means and 
foul z but all would not do, the .impoſter 
would not be: undeviPd; but continu'd Ken 
of a moſt pernicious ſpirit. 

This not doing, the biſhop uſed this 
ſtratagem; the boy lying in a room a- 
lone, and pretending himſelf fo weak, as 
not able to ſtand, ſecretly ro ſtir; he fet 
4 ꝗruſty ſervant to watch him through a K 
/ Hole, tnat looked full Upon the bed, Which 
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the boy knew not oft. The biſhop with 
his family going that morning to a Ser- 
mon, -all Things were very ſtill in the 
houſe. The boy hearing of no Noiſe, lifts 
up himſelf, ſtares. about and liſtens; and 
at length gets out of his bed, and in the 
ſtraw or mat under it, takes out an Ink- 
horn, and makes Water into the Chamber- 
-pot, through a piece of the cotton which 


a; which he had uſed for 


. merly, had made his urine grow ſo black, 


that the Phyſicians thought, that Na- 


ture had left her uſual operation, having 


Never 
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never found in any human body fo much 


adult Matter, to give ſo deep and deadly a 


tincture to the water. The boy having. 


as he thought, cunningly performed his 
work, and hid his Inkhorn again in the 
mat, he returns to his bed; all which the 
man diſcovered to the biſhop, at his com- 


ing home: Who went preſently to the boy 
and aſked him how he did ? He, according 
to his uſual manner, pointed to his water, 


looked ghaſtly upon it, and. mutter'd out 
his old howling tone. The biſhop, now 
meant to deal roughly with him, ſaid, fir- 


nh, you have Ink in your bed-ſtraw, which 


you make uſe of to black your water, and 


now your knavery is found out, and fo cal- 


ling his. Watchman, he drew our the 


Inkhorn were the Boy had it; which 


with the other circumſtances, being jufti- 
fed to his face, he at laſt confeſſed his a- 
dominable forgeries; and how he was ſer 


on by the Romiſi priefts, for the advance- 
ment of the catholick cauſe. Thus by this 
means did the biſhop preſerve an innocent 
old Woman, condemned by the law to die, 


and converted a wicked boy, whom after- 


wards he bound an apprentice, and he 


proved a good man. 
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| | . I hi 
| How Cornelius Agrippa, went out ef Town d 
- aud left his Key with his Mife: And hem a 


Gentleman came to ſee him, and went up 
into his chamber, and reading ſome of bis 
q books, at laſt raiſed the Devil, and could 
'H lay kim, ſo the Devil cheaked him, and 
4 Went away. | 

1 

. 

* 


| N | n Agrippa, the great Magician, 
4 going one Day out of Town from 
Torram in Flanders, where he dwelt, left 
iy the keys of his Study with his Wife, 
i ftrictly charging her to let no body go in 
| till his return; but it happened that the 
; 


fame day, a friend and companion of his 


— 


# came to the houſe, and having long hal 

gcſire and curiolity to ſee fome of his lr 
= MNecromancer's books: he with much im- 
. portunity got the keys ef her cloſet, and 
then entering the room, and viewing the If 
books, he perceived among the reſt a ma- 
nuſcript of Agrippa's own writing, which 
ſeem'd a compendium of the myſtery of: 
the black art: in which, while he gree- 1 
dul reads, he in a ſhort time, ſaw an ill 

Wi © as ergurcd 


Hana Ke oats 
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ill- favoured devil: Who entering the ſtu- 
dy, asked him, what he would have, that 
he conjured him ſo to appear? The man 
being unexperienced, and affrighted at this 
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d fr to make, but remained ſilent.. Wizre- 
is upon the Devil inſtantly choaked him, 
n- and left him dead on the ground. Not 
d long after, Arippa returns home, and 
ef} finds the devil dancing aud rejcycing on 
- the top of the houſe. At which being 
hJ :toniſhed, he goes into the ſtudy, and finds 
of the. dead Body. Whereupon, he com- 
e-| manded the Damon tg enter in it, and 
- 755 „ car 
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carry it to the place where the ſtudents | 
uſe to meet; which being done, and the 


ſpirit then quitting the boy, he fell down 


Dead, and the Perſon was thought to 


have died of ſome ſudden Diſeaſe, and 
was accordingly buried without any ob- 
ſervation of his Misfortune z only ſome 
marks of ſtrangulation were perceived a- 
bout his throat; but not long alter the 
whole matter was diſcovered, and Agrippa 
was forced to fly into Germam for his Se- 
curity. 
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GA AF. 


Bikhop HaLL's diſcovery of witches in Suffolk 


and Eſſex. 
O Pious and peaceable biſhop J. Hal, 


ſaith, Solig. 15, page 53. 54. Satan's - 


prevalency in this age is moſt clear, in 


the marvellous number of witches aboun- | 


ding in all places; Now Hun- 
dreds are diſcovered in one 
Shire, and if Fame deceive 


* Suffolk and 
Efjex. 


us not, in a village of 14 Houſes in the 


North, are found ſo many of this damned 
brood; Hcretofore only barbarous defarts 


had them, but now the livelieſt and reli- 
gious parts are frequently peſtered with 


them: Heretofore ſome filly ignorant old 
Women, Sc. Now we have known 
thoſe of both ſexes, who profeſſed much 
knowledge, buſineſs and devotions, drawn 
into this damnable practice. 

I have elſewhere divers paſſages to this 
uſe out of holy Cyprian ; but that in the 
Epiſtle of Finnincianus to Cyprian, Ep. 75: 
Pag. 238. ſeemeth ſtrange (like that of 
Magdalena Crucia, and other's, among the 


papiſts] 
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papiſt) A woman pretending to have the 


holy ghoſt, proved to be a witch, and 
did many wonders : She had a gift of 
prayer, and did baptize and adminiſter the 
Lord's ſupper in the ordinary way. . 


XA k- r f oO Abe. 
CHAP XV. 


How a merchant's wife paſſing for an honeſt 


woman, uſed to admit one peculiar con- 
cubine; and once her buſhand being from 


home, her Lover cante to her in the Night, | 


and having pleaſed his laſs, in the Morn- 
ing he aroſe, and ſat on the top of the door, 
in he ſhape of a Magpye. I rather think 
that this was a man witch, than a Devil. 


Fr . E Concubitus of the Devil with 
& Witches ( Males and Female) hath 


ſo full teſtimonies, as is not to be denied. 


t. Auſtia faith, it is a molt common re- 


Port, and many whoſe credit is not to be 


doubted of, ſay and confirm, that by their 
own, or other ſuch, they have it that Hel- 
vani and Faunii, have been nought with 


the French call Ducii, do daily attempt 
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Women. And that many devils which {| 
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on the top of the door, in the ſhape of a 
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this uncleaneſs, and in effect it is reported ñ³⁶ 
by ſo many, that *tis impuderce to deny Wl 
it. Yea, ſome women counted honeſt de- 
fend the practice. >" . 

Near Weſſenhurzb, a merchant's wife that 
paſſed for an hoieſt woman, was uled to 
admit one peculiar concubine; and* once 
her huſband being from home, her Lover 
came to her in the night, and having pleas'd 
his luſt, in the morning he aroſe, and far 


mag pye, and faid to her thus, Farewel] : 
hitherto this hath been thy ſweet heart; and 
vaniſhed with the word. I rather think that 
this was a Man- witch, than a Devil. 

n CHAP: 
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ELLE KMM NN NN NM 
CHAP, XVI 


How the Devil had kept ber Company for 
Thirty Years, and afterwards was made 


an abbeſs of a N and counted a 
Saint. 


1 | HE. ſtory of Magdalene Cruria, cited 
Where by me, and by Dr. More; 

was, ſaith Bodin, tamous thro? the World; 
citcd b many; who being ſuſpected, to 


fave 
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. Wave her life, went to the pope himſelf, 
Paul III.) as a penitent, and confeſſed her 
din; That at Twelve Years old the devil 
ſollicited her, and lay with her; and that 
he had ,layn with her thirty Years, yet 
ſhe was made the abbeſs of a Monaſtery 
and counted a ſaint; and ſhe. confeſs'd, 
That the Devil, among all people, brought 
Chriſt's body, the wafer, to her mouth, 
none ſeeing what carried it; whereby ſhe 
= taken for a ſaint, as done by ſome good 
pirit. 8 
And faith Scribonius, St. Bernard's hi- 
tory teſtifieth, That there was a witch, 
Nvith whom the devil oft was nought, and 
ber husband never perceived it. 
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FE _— — ceec 
8 wy the 
| CHAP, xv. yo 


: \ 
How a French Peaſant in France, was a Tra 
 welling, the Devil came riding by ou borſe 
back, ask the peafant if he would Rides 
§o the peaſant being glad of the oppor 
juntiy, got up behind him, the:Devil car 
ried him up in tbe Air, and let him fall i 
Turky; /o that he wvas forced to walk fror 

* to France again on * * 


5 
/ 


Wb": 4 Country. peaſant im France, in hi | 
Wooden Shoes, Leather Doublet 


on his ſhoulder, and his bag and bottle 
by his ſide ; going one day to a picc 
of ground two or three Miles from hid fea 


Habitation to mowing ; was over-takenfſ It 
by a man on horſeback (as he thought to. 


in the ſhape of a countryman; who fal ma 
ling into diſcourſe with him about thei Gr 
Journey, and finding they were both going bee 
the fame way, at length offered him the Gc 
uſe of his horſc, if he was willing to rid am 
behind him; the honeſt mower glad to Da 
eale his legs, ſeared himſelf behind him of: 
much at eaſe; and thinking now co prog 6c 
| cee 


— OR, aaron en Wye of * 
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ceed on his journey, he is carried up into 
the air with ſuch twiftneſs, that „is aſto- 
niſhment gave no time to ſpeak, and 
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iar made him hold faſt by the Rider; 
en Thus they paſſed over many countries, and 
towns, till at laſt they came juſt over a 
1 warket place, in a city belonging to the 
ei Grand Turz, where ſeeing a multitude of 
"off people in ſtrange habits, he cryed out, good 
he Gol, what people are theſe, and whither 
de am I going; At that word, the wicked 
wh Demon let him fall down in the midſt 
mJ of. them : But by reaſon of the tents and 
1 cloaths that were ſet up by the Market- 
ec 3 people 
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people to ſhelter them from the Weather Ino. 
the vehemency of his fall was abated, and thc 
at ler zth he came to his Senſes; bythe 
this time, a vaſt number of Turks, were by 
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gathered in a ring, at a great diſtance} 
about him : Some ſuppoſed he was a-God 
dropt from heaven ; Others that old time 
was come down, with his Scythe on his 
ſhoulder : In ſhort,. all were extreamly a- 
mazed, as well at his ſtrange and unſual 
Cloathing, as at the wonderful .coming 
thither ; and their Aſtoniſnment was 
yet more increaſed, when they heard 
him ſpeak in a ſtrange language which 
| none 


- — une 
Wr N 4 
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one of them underſtood, who thinking 

4fthey did not hear him, approaches toward 

Item, and they flew as faſt away from him, 

tel by this time the news of the rare accident, 
came to the Grand Seignor, and interpretois 
were ſent to take a full account of the 
matter, to whom the poor Man gave an 
exact relation of particulars : After which, 
by the French Ambaſſador's means, the was 
ſent back again into his own: country. 
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How a woman being very ili, was deſirous 1c 
go and ſee ber children, but being ſo weak 
they would not let her: She fell into a 
Trance, which the people in the room took 
her for dead: while [he lay in this trance 
ſhe went to fee her Children, which ihe 
' Nurſe will qhirm to be truth, 


7 % 


Mr. Thomas Tilſon, Minifter of Ayleſ- | 
worth in Kent. 1 


* 


Reverend 1 


Eing informed that you are writing 
about witchcraft and apparitions, I 
take the freedom though a ſtranger, to ſend 

you this following relation. 


Mary, the wife of Jobn Goffe of Rocbe⸗ 


removed to her father's Houſe at Weſt- 
 Mulling, which is about nine Miles di- 
ftant from her own : There ſhe died June 
the 4tb, this preſent Year, 1669. 
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The day before her departure, fhe grew 
mpariently defirous to fee her two chil- 
ren, whom ſhe had left at home to the 
re of a nurſe : ſhe prayed her huſband 


p hire a horſe, for ſhe muſt go home, and 


ie with her Children. When they perſua- 

ed her to the contrary, telling her ſhe was 

pt fit to be taken out of her bed; nor able 

fit on horſeback, ſhe intreated them how 

Fer to try: FI cannot ſit, ſaid ſhe, I will 

4] along upon the horſe, for 1 mus go fee 
poor babes. 
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A miniſter who lives in the Town, was 
ith her at Ten o Clock that night, to 


whom 
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her mother, that ſhe hid been at Home 


take her oath on't before a magiſtrate, anc 
receive the ſacrament upon it, that a little 


whom ſhe expreſs'd good hopes in the mer q mo 
cies of God, and a willingneſs to die: built 
ſaid ſhe, It is my miſery that I cannot ſea 
my children. lig 
Between one and two o' Clock in th e 
Morning, ſhe fell into a trance. One Wi 
dow Turner, who watched with her this 
night, ſays, That her. eyes were open and 
fixed; and her jaw fallen: She put he 
hand upon her mouth and noſtrils, but 
could perceive no breath; ſne thought he 
to be in a fit, and doubted whether ſhe 
were alive or dead. 0 | 
The next day, this dying woman tolc 


with her children. That is impoſſible 
ſaid the mother, for you have been here 
in bed all the while, 72s, 'replyed the 
ther, but I was with them laſs night whi 
Iwas aſleep. i 

The nurſe at Rocheſter, Widow Alex 
ander by name, affirms, and ſays, ſhe wil: 


before two o'Clock that Morning, ſhe fa 
the likeneſs of the ſaid Mary Goffe, com! 
out of the next chamber, where the elder art 
children lay in a bed by itſelf, the door be N 
ing left open, and ſtood by her bed-ſide for cle 
about a quarter of an hour: The yourgy 
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child was there lying by her; her cyes 
moved, and her mouth went, but he £4; 
pothing. The nurſe morover ſays, that 
ſhe was perfectly awake; it was then day- 
light, being one of the longeſt Days in the 
he ear. She. ſat up in her bed, and louk cg 
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df fedfaftly opon the Apparition : In that 
{time ſh: heard the Bridge Clock rike 

wo, and a-while aſter ſaid in the Name 
of the father, Sor, and holy ghoſt, what 
ff art thou? Thercupen, the appearance re- 
moved, and went away ; ſhe ſhipped on her 
nl cloaths ard followed, but What became 
dn't ſhe cannot tell 3 and not wo 
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the began to be grievioully affrighted, and 
went out of doors, and walked upon the 
wharf (the houſe is juſf by the river-ſide) 
for ſome hours going in now and then to 
look to the children. At five o'Clock 
ſhe went to a Neighbour's Houſe, and 


knocked at the door, but they would not 


Tiſe, At fix ſhe went again, then they 
aroſe and let hcr in : She related to them 
all that had paſſed, They 
her ſhe was miſtaken, or dreamt ; Bar 
the confidently affirmed, If ever I ſaw her 
in all my life, I faw her this night. 

One of thoſe to whom ſhe made the 
relation. (Mary the wife of Jobn Sweet, 
had a meſſenger came from Mulling 


Goffe was dying, and defired to ſpeak with 
her. She went over the fame Day, and 
found her juſt departing. The mother, a- 
mongſt other diſcourſes, related to her 
how much her daughter had 
fee the children, and ſaid ſhe had ſeen 


them. This brought to Mrs. Sweez*s mind 


what the nurſe had told her that morn- 
ing; for til] then, ſhe had not thought 
to mention it, but diſguiſed it, rather as 
the woman's diſturbed imagination. 

The ſubſtance of this, I had related to 
me by Jobn Carpenter, the father of the 
dcceaſed 
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de ceaſed, next day after her burial, July 
the ſecond: I fully diſcovered the mat- 


er wich the nurſe and two. Neighbours, 
to whoſe houſe ſhe went that morning. 
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Two days after, J had it from the Mo- 
ther, the miniſter that was with her in the 
evening, and the woman wio ſat up with 
her that laſt night: They all agree in the 
ſame ſtory ; and every one helps to ſtreng- 
then the others teſtimony, | 

They appear to be ſober, intelligent per- 
ſons, far enough off from deſigning to 
impoſe a cheat upon the world, cr to 
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manage a lye; and what temptation the; 


ſhould lie under for ſo doing, I cannot 
eonceive. 


endeavours for the conviction of atheiſt: 
and ſadducers, and the true promoting of 
true religion and godlineſs; and thai this 
narrative may conduce ſomewhat towards 
the faih: ring of the great Work, is the 
hearty deſire and prayer, &c, 


Sir, That God would bleſs your picuYOf 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Of one Hodges a conjuror, who could tell 
people their fortunes, and ſhew them the 
| face of a thief in a glaſs, when they were. 
robbꝰ 4. and commanded ſtolen Goods to be 


brought home again; which made bim ve- 


= uſeful to the country people oh the 


ſame. 


Z [an | 


bk 


S 
4 
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0 what fie ſhall we rank thoſe Men 
that tell men of things ſtolen and 
joſt; that ſhew Men the Face of t he 


N in a glaſs, and cauſe the Goods to be 
brought 
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brought back, who are commonly called n 
white witches : We have had fo many wad 
creditable reports of ſuch, as alloweth not It 
reaſon to doubt of it. When I lived at Dud. 

ley, Hodges at Seagley two miles off (even | — 
where famous William Fenner preached was 
living and commonly counted ſuch a one: 

And when I lived at Kidderminſter, one of my. 
neighbours affirmed, that having his Tarn No 


— . 


ſtolen, he went to Hodges about ten miles off, 
and de told him at ſuch an hour he ſhould ; 
have it brought home again, and put in at 
the window ; and {9 i was: And, as I 
1 | Remember 


The hiſtory of witches 127 
member, he ſhewed him the per ſon's face 
in a glaſs; yet I do not think that Hodges. 


made any known contract with the devil ; 
but thought it was an effect of art. 


CHAR Mm 


How a maid being very much afififted with 
Fits, one of the Men who uſed ta be 
there, ſeeing ber [ye on the ground in ber 
ſhift, watched the opportunity to Iye with 
her, which he did, and afterwards was 


married to her, and lived honeſtly together, 


and had ſeveral children by ber. 


Will add one ſad ſtory, leaving all to 
the reader's judgement to warrant the 
beſt to avoid temptation, and to tell them 
that Satan hath his wiles by men's ſin, to 


blaſt the Glory and Comfort of Delive- 


races. 


In Bewdly, a ſanguine ſtrong maid, fell 
into ſtrange hyſterical fits: It began by 
ſtoppage of the Menſtrua; J gave her Ca- 


flory and Rad Oſictrucci and —— Dauci, on 


Foreſtus commendation, and ſhe began to 
be better; bur I being driven out of the 


country by war, and. Mr. Robert Morton, 
G4. 1 


their way; ſhe told them of his coming far 
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Dr. Merton's father) their paſtor and phy- fits, 
lictan driven after me to Coventry, ſhe was 


1014 Yall 
le!s without help, and grew worſe than ue 
ever: ti!l at laſt, I think, by a furct ulre- men 
, ex Corruptione Seminis, ſhe ſeemed 1164 
| ofiels'd by a devil; In her fits, many wen 
covid not behold her; ſhe would be caſt Nam 
eff her bed, and upon it again, by force Ineię 
far above her ſtrength, as the beholders Noch. 
Judged They ſhewe i needles and pins, and Ih, 
| 5 | | cov 
Fe ſſh uſu 
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cords brought to her, none knew how, to. . 


kill herſelf: A papiſt coming to cure her 


oft, and laught at his holy water. In her 
| ; 1 fits 
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Wits, ſhe would ſwear, curſe and rage a- 
s Igeinſt any that were rel gious, and hug 
nmoſe that were vicious, and be merry with 
them. Thus ſhe continued from 1642 till! 
1646, or 1647. When I returned home, I 
went to ſee her, and prayed once by her and 
came to her no more. At laſt my praying 
neighbours encouraged by their ſucceſs, for 
others reſolved to joyn with ſome of Bewd- 
ey, to faſt and pray by her, till ſhe was re- 
covered: While they were praying, ſhe was 
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uſually in a violent rage, and after thank : 
them; aſter many days, in the midſt of j 
the day, while Mr. Tho. Ware, of Kidder- '\ 
ninſter was praying, ſhe fell on the floor if 
like a block, and having lain ſo a while. 
cryed out he is gone, he is gone; the black. ff 
dog is gone: And ſhe never had a fir after. l | 
But coming to our lecture, two miles. 
the was as uncomfortable as ever; crying 
Jo me, ob, you know not how bad Iam! | 
And I ignorantly told her, what comfort. 
her deliverance might give her. But ſhe 1 
continued herſelf accuſing. But hear the AM 
worſt. N "4 


She being poor, many good pcople ian 
charity looked to her in ber Fits; Bat, 
above all, a young man as far from be- 
ing ſuſpected of any hypocriſy, error, or 
vice, as any in Betwaly, was more with 
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her tifan the reſt : And ſceing her, in he 
fits, toſs her naked body about, ſhe bein 
{trong and comely, his luſt was provok:d 
which he exerciſed on her; but præter“ 
ciendo ſemen; which eaſing her for 
time, enticing him the more to do it often 
as an act of wicked compaſſion; which 
did but more enrage her diſeaſe: When fre- 
quency had hardened him; at laſt after her 


deliverance, it was made known: And O 


the advantage that Satan got by it! The 


ſadneſs of thoſe that prayed for her: So 


that we durſt not name it as an Anſwer 
of prayer, leſt the mention ſhould ſerve to 


a. * 


"Ix 
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ried 
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: reproach 3 for my part, I think that a 
real poſſeſſion was added to the furour ute- 
Yrinzs, in puniſhment of their ſin, he mar- 
ried her, and profeſſed deep ſepentance. 


— „ —_ 


CHAP. XXI. 


How the Arch-Deacon claimed the dues of a 
Pariſh in Bel faſt: how he left one of his 
Servant-Men and his wife to receive the 
ſame, and they took a Lodging at one 
Charles Loftin, who fred violence to bis 
wife, who ſoon after. died ; but being an 
ailing woman, it was not minded: But (he 
appeared to him after ſhe was dead, for which 
he received a tryal, and ſaved his life; but 

<vas burnt in the band for it. 


Reverend Sir, 
Hive been very uneaſie to think that 1 
ſhould ſo long delay the anſwer of your 
Deſire, about the affair related underneath : 
The diſtance of the place in which it was 
tranſacted, with the flowneſs of my corre- 
ſpondent in replies, hath made me uncapa- 
ble of giving you full and quick fatisfac- 
| tion, as might elſe have been, all that T can 
| relate at preſent is briefly. this, viz. 
1 This 


. hiftory of witches. 
This having been a long conteſt betwet 
| Lamuel Maithews,. archdeacon in the count 


of Down, and Claudius Gilbert, miniſter 


| Belfoft, about their right to Dramleg, 
- ſmall pariſh within four mi'e; of Belſaſt 
it proved very troubleſome to the pariſh{ 
10ners, who generouſly paid their dues tc 
Mr. Gilbert, the incumbant in poſſeſſion 
but the archdeacon claimed the fame to bg 
paid to him alſo, for which he procured 
Warrant, and in the execution of it by hi: 
lervant, at the houſe of one Charles Loflin, 
one of the pariſhioners, they offered ſome 
violence to his wife, who refuſed entrance 
to them, who died within a few weeks af- 
ter the injury received; but ſhe being o- 
therwiſe an infirm woman, little notice was} 
taken of her death, till then; ſome time af- 
ter, by her {trarge appearance to one Tho- 
mas Donai/;n, a ſpectator of the violence 
done to her; ſhe affrighted him in a proſc- 
cution of Robert Eccleſon, the criminal; ſhe 
apperacd divers times, but chicfly upon one 
Lords day cvening, when ſhe fetched him 
Witha ftrange force, out of his houſe in- 
to the yard, and fields adjacent, before her 
laſt comming (for ſhe did ſo three times that 
day) ſeveral neighbours were called in; to 
whom he gave notice that fhe was again 
coming, beckoned to him to come out; 
upon 
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upon whic:' they went to ſhut the door, 


but he fornad it, iaying, that ſhe look'd 


with a terrible aſpect upon him, when they 
offered it. But his friends laid hold on him 


and embraced him, that he might not again 
go out; notwithſtanding which (a plain 
evidence of ſome inviſible power) he was 
drawn out of their hands ip a ſurprizing 
manner, and carried abroad into the Field 
and Yard, as before, ſhe charging him to 
proſecute juſtice ; which voice, as allo. Do- 
nolſor's reply; the people heard, though 
they aw no ſhape ; there are many wit- 


neſſcs of all this yet alive, particularly 


Sarah 


as / 
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2 


Sarab the wife of Charles Loftin, Son bs | 
the deccaſed woman; and one Villiam 


Hal doy, and his wife. 


Upon this, the ſaid Danelſon, depoſed 


what - he knew of the aforelaid violence, be- 
fore Mr. Randal Brice, a neighbour Juſtice, 


and confirmed all at aſſizes-at Down in 


the Year 1685, as I remember; where 


the ſeveral witneſſes were heard and ſworn, 


and there examinations were entered into the 


—_— 
* 


records of their 


the judges, whom I have heard ſpeak of 
tt at that time with much wonder; inſo- 
much 


. wi, 5 


2 


much that the ſaid Eccleſon hardly eſca- 
ped with life: but was burnt in the hand. 
The ſaid Donalſon is yet living in the 
fame place, with the other evidences. 
I could learn mary more circumſtances, 
but that you are in haſte, and all this 
I heard ſpoken of my ſelf with univer- 
ſal amazement at that Time when tran- 
ſacted, living in Belfaſt at that Time; and 
I ſhould not have been bcholden to any to 
have believed this relation, that had been 
there, and at the Tryal at Down. 


Thomas Emin. 
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4 DIALO G u E keen Satan and 


Mr. Robert Balſom, 4 miniſter of tbe 


A Pour the year 1654, My Lord Gran. 
diſon, a Scottiſh Nobleman, took up 


his habitation for ſome time at Berwick upon 


Tweed, and brought his family with him; 
of which, among others, was the Steward 
to his houſe, who was. a very Religious 
1 Man 
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man, but was now very much afflicted in to 
mind. Among others, Mr. Ralph Balſom, | Y' 
a very zealous miniſter in thoſe parts, came of 
to viſit him, and for the Preſent ſomewhat | 
ſatisficd hin, but two of three days after, Q 
being again ſorely aſflicted, Mr. Balſam was II 
ſent tor, who finding him very much weak of 
en'd by the violence to him; but perceiving 0 
he could faſten nothing upon him, he wiſ- J! 
pered to him in his ear to this purpoſe ; I th 
doubt there is ſomething within, which you ry 
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would do well to diſcover. Hereupon the la 


man's tongue ſwelled immediately, and came 


out of his mouth, ſo that he was not able 8 
o 
to 
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to ſpeak ; Mr. Balſom continued to diſcourſe 
with. him, till at length to the aſtoniſhmene 
of all that were in the room (who were 
many, and ſome of them perſons of good 
Qualicy) a ſhrill voice was heard, as com- 
ing our of his throat, without any motion 


of his tongue, ſaying, What doſt ar talk 


to him of promiles, and fre2 grace? He 
is mine; Mr. Balſom e, it to be 
the voice of the devil, replyed, No Satan, 
Thou doſt not know any man to be thine, 
while there is life in him. 

Satan. But this is a notorious wick: d 
Wretch, and therefore he is mine. 

Balſom. Vet the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 


| cleanleth us from all ſin. 


Satan. If God would let me looſe upon 
you, I ſhould find enough in the beſt of you 
to make you all mine, 

Balſom. But thou art boand, Satan ;* and 
eo turning himſelf to the ſtanders-by, he 
aid with a chearful countenance, What a 
gracious God have we, that ſuffers not Satan 
to have his will upon us? The Devil here- 
upon began to curſe, ſwear, and to blal- 
pheme the bleſſed Trinity in a moſt feartul 
ind forcible manner. To whom Mr. Ba you 
laid, The Lord rebuke thee, Satan. 

Satan. But this man is mine; for he hath 
given himſelt to me, and ſcaled it with his 
on blood. 
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_ endure to hear thy God thus blaſphemed ? 


more voices heard, Mr. Balſam went home 
about Eleven o'Clock at Night, where Fel 


Balſem. I do not believe that the father 8 
of lies ſpeaketh truth; and I do believe how * 
confident ſoever thou art, that thou wilt 0 
loſe thy hold before to morrow morning? | © 

The devil than continued to curſe and 3h 
ſwear abominably, and ſaid, how canit thou a 


I will never give over blaſpheming as long 
as thou ſtay*ſt in the room. 2 

Balſom. I will pray for the man. 

Satan. Wilt thou pray for a man that 
is damned? 

Balſom. I will go home and pray Ga him, 
and get all the force I can in the Town to 
join with me. After this, there being no | 


he found in his houſe divers chriſtian Key 


- friends, which he intended to have ſent lunc 


for, waiting for him; and upon the fight of Ina 


them, he ſpoke to this purpoſe ; Friend: || a: 
TI wonder at the providence of God, in bring- Ine 


ing you hither at this time : For otherwiſe any 
Emuſt have ſent for you; and fo declaring be 
to them what had befallen the afflicted per- 
ſon, he deſired them. to join their prayers Þ'-: 
with his on his behalf; which they conti- 
nued for ſome part of the night: And the 


next morning Mr. Balſom going to viſithbe 1 
him again, found him in a very, comfortable 


Con- 
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gondition; and aſking him how he did, he 
:nſwered, Through the goodneſs of God, I 


have overcome Satan, and am now as full of 
Comfort as I. was before of trouble. Thus he 
continued chearful, tho* very weak, all that 
day, and the next morning died, no diſcaſe. 
being apparent in him, 


— — — — 


A popiſh curate undertaking to cure a Dam- 


ſel that was poſſeſſed with the Devil, but 


could not; ſo that he threw himſelf into a 
palſion, and fell a talking Latin. 


N the year 1599, there lived at Lovin, 
in the Dutchy of Gulick, a certain dam- 


ſel called Helena, that was poſſeſſed by the 


devil, whom the popiſh curate of the place 
undertook to eje& ; but when he had uſed 
nany charms to caſt him out, and all to no 

ar poſe, being in a great rage, he ſpoke to 


Ine devil in Latin, faying, If thou haſt 


any power to enter into a Chriſtian's body, 
depart out of the Damſel and enter into 
me. To whom the Devil anſwered, 
Nuid mibi opus eſt eum tentare quem nonifamo, 
lo fure optimo poſſeſſurus ſum. What need I 
emp: him, whom by good right, I ſhall 
be ſure to enjoy at the laſt Day. Cbaſſon. 
Loci commum. | | 
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1 Germany, who by the help of a Ma 


@ young luay, be was diſappointed by the h 
devil's apprarivg in her cloatb's, whbo.after- N bo 
wards lore him to pieces. | th 
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T* Here was a young Man at 2 NN ind 
1 
gician, hoped to enjoy a young Lady who 
he earneſtly lov<d; the Devil appeared tc 
him in the likeneſs of the fame Lady, and 
the young Man putting forth his Handf 
without the inchabted circle to embrace 
her, was preſently graſped of the my mac 

| PII 


nes, 
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ſpirit, who cruſhed him againſt the wall, 
and made pieces of him fly even round a- 
hout, and caſt the remainder of the Dead 
body 1c torn in pieccs at the conjurer, who 
therewith fell down in the place much brui- 
ſed, and nor able to ſtir from therce, till 
ſome hearit'g a c:y and norf. ran to him, 
took him up, and carried Jiim away half 
dead. Cameriariu Ox. Sub, Bladud he fon 
of Lud, Kirg of Britain {now called En- 
gland, who as our lu te Hi ſtories report, built 
the City of Bath, and likewiſe made the 
baths therein) this king addicted himſelf 
ſo much to the deviliſh art of Necrom um 
bat he wrought wonders thereby, inſomuch 
{char he made himſelf wings, and attemp- 
ted to fly as is raſated of D-dalus ) but 
the devil, who was always a deceiver, for- 
ook him in his flight, ſo that he he fell 
dow, and broke his neck. 
Phillip Melanctbon reporteth, That he had 
Ia account from two men of good credit, 
ad repute, that a certain young Woman, 
apt Bottonic, two years after her death, re- 
onffurned again in human ſhape, and went 
1 ir and down the houſe, and fat at meat 
anq; ich them, but cat allo; this young woman 
ane eing one time in company among other 
racÞirgins, a Magician came into the Place, 
cc no being Akilful in  Giabolical Arts, 
pil : He 
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He told the people about her, That the 0 
woman was but a dead carcals, carried In 
by the devil, and preſently he took fro: t 
unden her arm- pits the charms; which h-Þ Þ 
bad no ſooner done, but ſhe fell down aff h 
dead carcals. | | tc 
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ELERIO in his magical diſcourſes, eve *? 

this Relation: Two magicians met at 

the Queen of Euglana's court, as I have it} * 

from unqueſtioned witneſſes; theſe two a, 
ö Sect 
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The 2 9 WF ber 
that in any one thing they mould infallibl 
eobey one another; the one therefore com 
2 mands the other to thruſt his head out offi 
che caſement of a window, which he had 
no 1ooner done, but a large pair of ſtag s 
a] horns were ſcen planted on his forehead, 
to the great pleaſure of the ſpectators, who \ 
joked upon him with a thouſand abuſes _* 
and mocks ; he reſenting the diſgrace, and 
ry ihirſting after R verge, when his Torn Þ 
came to be obſerved, he, with a charcoal, 
drew the -Lineamen:s of a man upon the 5 
Wall, and then commanded the fame F 
magician to ſtand under that picture, and 
that the Wall ſhould immediately give 
Place to receive him: The other appre- 
henſive of the extream danger he was in, 
began to beſeech him, that he would excuſe 
nim, but the other abſolutely refuſcd; be- 
1g therefore compelled, he ſtands under it, 
id then the wall ſeemed to open, and he 
ing entered therein, was never afterward 
en more. 
The ſame author ſets down another re- 
ion, as Matter of undoubted Truth: 
C. notable Conjuror for a Tryal of his 
' reat ſkill, had cut off the head of the _ , 
=_ an- keepers Servant, where he lodged, 8 
af] nd when he was about to ſet it on a» 
ain, he perceived he was hindered by the 
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eſence” I aner magician, that chan« 
| 9 to be by them at that time; he there- 
tore. beſought__ him that he would noi 
BY ppoſe him, but the other not regardin; 
4 his ee, the firſt Magician cauſed a 
"Billy to ſpring out upon the top of the 
þ table; and when be had chopped off che 
| head of i ir, together with the flowers; upon | 
4 Todden, down falls the magician that 
5 had hindered him, headleſs to the ground; 
that done, he ſets on the head of the Ser- 
bvant again, and ſpecdily conveys himſell 
* Away, leſt he ſhould be queſtioned for the 
wmurther of his rival, 
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